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STOP 


(Note: We consider the facts brought to light 
in this editorial so urgent that we have delayed 
making up this issue of The Journal to have it 
included. For obvious reasons the sources of 
this information are not given by name but 
their report comes to us direct and is unim- 
peachable.—Editor.) 


Missions And Our 
China Policy 


For some months we have felt that our 
present policy in China is a tragic mistake, 
based on a complete misunderstanding of the 
internal situation and destined to do irrepar- 
able harm to China and to our interests in 
China. 

This mistake is the insistence, on the part of 
the American Government, that the Chinese 
Communists be admitted to the National Gov- 
ernment to form a coalition government. 


Many of our representatives in China, par- 
ticularly at Chungking, have been men with 
little or no experience in China, and unfamiliar 
with the tremendous progress General Chiang 
had made up to the time of Japan's invasion, 
nearly nine years ago. These men have suf- 
fered untold inconveniences and annoyances 
in the war-time capital of China and they have 
seen the many shortcomings of the Central 
Government. They have succumbed to the in- 
sideous propaganda of the Communists and, 
disgusted with what they have seen with their 
eyes, have surmised that what they have 
heard from the other side is better. 


The fact is that the role of the Communists 
during the past eight years has been a despic- 
able one. The Central Government resisted 
Japan as far as it could. The Communists did 
little to oppose Japan but everything possible 
to embarrass General Chiang amd io add to 





their own power and prestige in North China, 
(See report by J. B. Powell and Max Eastma 
in “The Reader's Digest," and speech by Con- 
gressman Walter Judd, reported in “Time.") 


The American Government's insistence that 
General Chiang admit the Communists has 
been an attempt to mix oil and water. We 
have weakened the Central Government and 
we have given the Communists a chance to 
further destroy the national integrity of China. 


And now, this distressing news has just 
been received by airmail from China. In the 
area in China in which our Church is respon- 
sible for mission work, five stations are in the 
hands of the Communists. In these cities all 
mission property (hospitals, schools, churches 
and mission residences), are being systematic: 
ally razed to the ground and the threat made 
that any missionaries who attempt to enter 
that area will be killed. Some of the Chinese 
pastors have been taken by the Communists 
and are being held for “instruction.” There is 
every reason to believe that these same 
methods are being used in other areas under 
Communistic control. 


We have the further information that last 
week the first shipment of UNRRA supplies 
was delivered to the Chinese Communists. 


The policy of our American Government in 
this matter seems so tragically unwise as 10 
beggar description. This is not a question o 
political judgement alone. The very existence 
of Christianity in the parts of China under the 
Communists is at stake, also the hundreds of 
thousands of dollars invested in mission plop 
erty. In fact every interest of America in tha 
part of the world is being jeopardized. 


Every American citizen should make it clea 
to his representatives in Washington that ou 
egregious mistake should be rectified imme 
diately. —L.NB. 
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Where Is Abel Thy Brother? 
(Genesis 4:9) 


This is a terrible question for a man like Cain 
who has just killed his brother and says in reply, 
“I know not: am I my brother’s keeper’’? It is a 
glorious question for a man like Paul, who ex- 
claims, “I am debtor,” and does all in his power 
to save his brother. 


Two questions, and a tremendous fact are sug- 
gested by our subject: 


1. The first question—Who is Abel, my brother? 


There are many answers to this question in the 
Bible. Paul answers it on Mars Hill; Christ, in the 
parable of the Good Samaritan. Paul again, when 
he says, “No difference—all have sinned.” My 
brother, Abel, is first of all, a man; then he is a 
sinner. 


He may be a saved sinner. If so, he is my double 
brother. We are both “in Christ,” belong to the 
same family, and by faith are the children of God. 


2. The second question: What can I do for my 
brother Abel? 


We get our answers again from the Word of 
God: 


I can pray for my brother Abel. We are taught 
to pray for all men, our friends and our enemies. 


I can warn my brother Abel. In all faithfulness, 
love, and tactfulness, we are to warn those in 
sin. We are to blow the trumpet long and loud, 
and with no uncertain sounds. 


I can be kind to Abel, my ‘brother. Kindness 
costs little and pays big dividends. We can go 
about doing good to our brothers. 


I can forgive Abel, my brother. This may be 
hard to do, for our brothers do not always treat 
us right. But we can forgive because God, for 
Christ’s sake, has forgiven us. 


I can speak a good word for Jesus Christ to 
Abel, my brother. Like Andrew, I can bring him 
to Jesus, my Elder Brother. 


3. The tremendous fact suggested, is this: What 


I do for Abel, my brother, I do either for or to 
Christ, 


If Abel, my brother, is an unsaved man, what- 
ever I do for him, I do for Christ. As the Father 
sent Him into the world, so He has sent us into 
the world. We are His witnesses, His ambassadors, 
His letter of commendation: we are on business 
for our King. 


If Abel, my brother, is a Christian, then what- 
ever I do for him, I do to Christ. “Inasmuch 
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as ye have done it to one of the least of these, my 
brethren, ye have done it unto Me.” We know the 
moral of the well-known poem: “I was the beggar; 
I was the woman with the burden; I was the child.” 
When we hurt our Christian brother, we hurt 
Christ; when we neglect him, we neglect Christ; 
when we help him, we help Christ. 


This question, “Where is Abel, thy brother?” 
is a question to fear, if we have the selfish spirit 
of Cain; it is a question to love, if we have the 
Christ-like spirit of Paul. Which spirit do we have? 


Chaplain McCable had a brother who, after 
forty years of thraldom to strong drink, was 
finally, through the faith and love and persever- 
ance of his hopeful brother, redeemed from the 
sad slavery. The chaplain used to say: “When I 
get to heaven, I am going to take my brother by 
the hand and lead him up to my mother and say: 
“Mother, here’s George; I have brought him 
home”. 


Do you and I have a brother, Abel, whom we 
can lead home? —J.K.P. 





‘Interpreting’ And The 
Auburn Affirmation 


Interpretation is the art of giving the meaning 
or sense of a statement. There are numerous appli- 
cations of this art. One of the most elemental is 
the actual translating of a book, article or address 
from one language to another. 


Faithfulness in translation is an inherent re- 
sponsibility, assumed by the interpreter. 


In the realm of Christianity, interpretation of 
Scriptural meaning is a most important responsi- 
bility. When the authority and reliability of the 
Bible are questioned, it is inevitable that the one 
who doubts or denies this reliability will himself 
become unreliable in interpreting doctrine. 


In fact, we have come to the amazing situation 
where, in the name of “interpretation,” we have 
facts denied and supplanted by human fancy. It 
should be rocginzed that facts can never be “in- 
terpreted” to be other than facts. When facts are 
denied we have presumption at its worst. 


All of which leads to certain truths which 
should be obvious to every Christian. 


Scriptural Inspiration 


Peter certainly believed in plenary verbal in- 
spiration. “This scripture must needs have been 
fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of 
David spake before concerning Judas,” and again; 
“For the prophecy came not in old time by the 
will of man: but holy men of God spake as they 
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were moved by the Holy Ghost.” Acts 1:16 and 
II Pet. 1:21. 


Paul certainly held this “theory” of inspiration 
when he wrote, “All scripture is given by inspira- 
tion of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for re- 
proof, for correction, for instruction in righteous- 
ness.” 


Yes—the Bible as a whole, attests the fact that 
God directed and overruled during the centuries 
when it was in the making, that we might have 
a “Thus saith the Lord” for the guidance and 
blessing now and for eternity. 


We have never seen a blessing come to one soul 
from a denial of the entire trustworthiness of the 
Bible. On the other hand we have personally known 
many, and have heard of thousands of others, 
whose lives have been blighted by the destruction 
of their faith in the Word of God. Those who 
so “interpret” the Scriptures have no rightful 
place as teachers and leaders. 


The Virgin Birth 


“And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: 
for thou hast found favor with God. And, behold, 
thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth 
a son, and shall call his name Jesus. . . . The Holy 
Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the 
Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also 
that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall 
be called the Son of God.” Luke 1:30-31,35. 


The man who “interprets” these and other 
passages of Scripture into a denial of the virgin 
birth certainly has no rightful place in the Chris- 
tian ministry. 


The Vicarious Blood Atonement 


“For this is my blood of the New Testament, 
which is shed for many for the remission of sins.” 
“Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all 
the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath 
made you overseers, to feed the church of God, 
which he hath purchased with his own blood.” 
“Much more then, being now justified by his blood, 
we shall be saved from wrath through him.” 
“How much more shall the blood of Christ, who 
through the eternal Spirit offered himself without 
spot unto God, purge your conscience from dead 
works to serve the living God.” “Forasmuch as 
ye know that ye were not redeemed with cor- 
ruptible things, as silver and gold . . . but with 
the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without 
blemish and without spot:” “. . . and the blood 
of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.” 
“. . . Unto him that loved us, and washed us from 
our sins in his own blood.” “These are they which 
came out of great tribulation, and have washed 


their robes, and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb.” 
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“Who his own self bare our sins in his own 
body on the tree, that we, being dead unto sins, 
should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes 
ye were healed.” “And the Lord hath laid on him 
the iniquity of us all.” 


Let him who “interprets” these and many other 
passages of Scripture as meaning anything other 
than that Jesus Christ died on Calvary for our 
sins, and that His precious blood cleanses from sin, 
those who believe in Him; let him, we say, read 
these words, “Of how much sorer punishment, 
suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath 
trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath 
eounted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he 
was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done 
despite unto the Spirit of grace?” Certainly he 
has no part in the Christian ministry. 


The Bodily Resurrection 


“And that he was buried, and that he rose again 
the third day according to the scriptures, and that 
he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: after 
that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren 
at once.” The bodily resurrection of our Lord, one 
of the most clearly established facts of history. 


No man who “interprets” this great fact, by 
denying its reality, and relegates it to the realm 
of fancy and fiction, has any right to attempt to 
preach the Gospel; the proof of the central fact 
of Christianity is missing for him. It was the mes- 
sage of the resurrection which gave power to the 
apostles’ preaching, “And with great power gave 
the apostles witness of the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all.” 


The Miracles Of Jesus 


The religion of Jesus Christ is a religion of the 
miraculous; of the supernatural. How could God’s 
revelation to man and His dealings with man be 
otherwise? Space forbids examples of Christ's 
miraculous acts. They were simply His passport, 
to prove Who he was. If the Son of God found it 
necessary to come into this world to make sal- 
vation for sinful man a possibility, then not only 
would his miracles be the most natural thing in 
the world, but it would be unthinkable that his 
ministry should have been without miracles. Sure- 
ly the Creator was above every law which he had 
created! 


Those who deny these miracles, or explain them 
away by naturalistic reasoning, flout the authority 
of the Scriptures and “limit the Holy One of 
Israel.” 


The five points, as outlined above, are not doc- 
trines which lend themselves to “interpretation” 
which questions their validity. They are clearly 
stated in the Bible and they have been clearly and 
unequivocally believed, taught and contended for 
throughout the history of the Christian Church. 
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Nevertheless, when nearly 1,600 ministers of 
the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. (Northern), 
signed a statement that these are not necessarily 
essential doctrines of Christianity and that a man 
may deny these doctrines and yet be ordained to 
the Christian ministry, this group, the Auburn 
Affirmationists, have thrown down a challenge to 
evangelical Christianity which must be vigorously 
opposed. 


Until this is repudiated by the Northern Church 
the plea for union will continue to be a plea for 
doctrinal inclusivism to which many will not sub- 
mit. As the matter now stands, the Auburn Af- 
firmationists control the machinery of the North- 
ern Church and their power continues to spread. 
Those in our Southern Church who defend the 
Auburn Affirmation or who belittle its far-reach- 
ing implications do not improve the situation. 


There are many phases of Scriptural interpre- 
tation on which good men differ, but they do not 
involve saving-faith itself. But, we are weary with 
those who, in the name of Christianity, “inter- 
pret” away the very essentials of the faith, sub- 
stituting for them the speculations and objections 
of human reasoning. 


When this is attempted we see both intellectual 
and spiritual chaos result, because it is a spiritual 
impossibility. For, “The natural man receiveth 
not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are 
foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, 
because they are spiritually discerned.” 


The issue goes back to the first point: the in- 
tegrity of the Bible. Deny its plenary inspiration 
and the foundation has been undermined and the 


door opened for the vagaries and follies of human 
speculation. 


The Auburn Affirmation, unrepudiated and un- 
repented of, lies as an insurmountable barrier to 
plans for union. Within these five points, de- 
clared unessential by the Affirmationist, lie the 
very heart of the Gospel message. The testimony 
of evangelical Christianity is not dependent on 
numbers to make its power felt but on loyalty to 
revealed truth. On this we stand. —L.N.B. 





Children At A 
Funeral 


Each funeral has its own peculiar sorrow. Some- 
time ago I officiated at the funeral of a very fine 
man in the prime of life, a husband and father 
of two boys aged 9 and 11 and a girl of 7 years. 
The children seemed to be dazed and almost 
frightened. I visited the family after the funeral 
and found that the children did not know that 
they would ever see their father again. It was a 
Christian family. The children had been regular in 
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their attendance in Sunday School. But‘the chil- 
dren had not been instructed in anything beyond 
this life. Their lessons had been in the beautiful 
things of this life—birds, butterflies, flowers, 
clouds and the skies. Their songs were about the 
same things with an emphasis on good deeds, 
kindness, ete. But when they had to face the death 
of their father, they did not know anything about 
the resurrection or heaven. It was extremely sad 
to see their suffering. Children suffer deeply. 
They do not have sympathy given to them such as 
grown-up people usually have. Children are left 
out of the comfort which God’s Word offers 
through Christ. And when I told them the truth 
about Christ and His resurrection and ours and 
the glorious life to follow, their eyes fairly bulged 
with joy and a new world was opened to them. 
After that I took occasion to instruct the little 
ones in some of these truths, which are neglected 
in the usual course of study or by the teacher 
or by parents, using the first few minutes before 
the regular sermon to do this. And I found that 
the simple teaching given to the children went 
home to the hearts of the grown children. It set me 
to wondering. Have we not been spending too 
much time preaching on the atomic bomb and 
world peace and things pertaining to this life, 
and leaving undone the weightier things—things 
which matter most—heaven, the resurrection and 
the glories which shall be revealed. “Suffer the 
little children to come unto Me.” Wrapped up in 
that word ME is all the comfort of His salvation 
and the power of the life to come. And if we neg- 
lect the children, how shall we stand before Him 
to answer for the souls committed to our trust? 
Evangelism should begin soon after the cradle. 
Birds, flowers and the like are certainly beautiful. 
But if we confine our teaching to these, we will 
lose the souls of our dear little ones. May God 
stir us up about our duty to our children.—C.T.C. 





Rebuilding The 
Waste Places 


Dr. John Allan MacLean’s suggestion; that 
Christians undertake a campaign to raise funds 
for the restoration of the cities of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, comes from a man earnestly seeking to 
bind up some of the wounds of a war-devastated 
world. 


Of the sincerity of this purpose there can be 
no question, but we would most earnestly question 
the wisdom, even the propriety, of such a move 
in the first place; and we would suggest a far 
wiser use of these funds, should they be made 
available. 


First, as to the propriety of our rebuilding Hiro- 
shima and Nagasaki. For eight years the Japa- 
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nese waged a ruthless and unprovoked war in 
China. Thousands of cities and towns were de- 
stroyed and millions were killed or driven from 
their looted homes. If Christians are to contribute, 
as such, to reconstruction in the Far East, should 
not the victims of unprovoked and unwanted war- 
fare have consideration before the unfortunates 
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, innocent as they might 
have personally been, but who nevertheless be- 
longed to the aggressor nation? 


In our judgment, such a plan would bewilder 
rather than favorably impress the pagan world. 
We believe, too, that Christians should limit their 
material assistance to those of the household of 
faith, whether Japanese or Chinese. To do other- 
wise, before such obligation is met, would we 
think, be to proceed on an unscriptural basis. 


But, Christians have a far greater obligation 
and opportunity than the restoration of these two 
cities in Japan. Last August the writer, basing his 
prediction on some slight knowledge of Oriental 
psychology, made the statement that we would 
soon have the greatest missionary opportunity 
ever dreamed of in Japan. Recent developments 
have abundantly proven this prediction true. 
Nowhere in the world will Christian missionaries 
be more welcome and nowhere are they more 
needed than in Japan today. National humiliation 
and subjugation have given us people whose hearts 
are sore and ready for the comfort and hope of 
the Gospel. 


Let Christians offer themselves, their money 
and their prayers for the evangelization of Japan 
in this time of unparalleled opportunity. The re- 
building of bomb-obliterated cities might be a 
magnificent gesture, but the intensive and con- 
tinued presentation of the Gospel, through equip- 
ping and sending out of God-called missionaries, 
will do far more to further the Kingdom of God. 

—L.N.B. 


Why Tolerance? 
By Rev. Robert K. Randolph, D.D.* 


As we enter the New Year we are likely to 
hear much more about tolerance than ever be- 
fore. It is important that we learn to recognize 
the difference between true and false tolerance, 


especially as it may affect the promulgation of the 
truth. 


Each time one brands such heresies as the teach- 
ing of Roman Catholicism or that of Christian 
Science as false, he is apt to be branded as an 
intolerant Nazi. If this is the meaning of toler- 
ance, then no one can speak for the truth as he 
sees it. True tolerance does not demand of us that 
we pocket our convictions and cease to be wit- 
nesses unto Christ and the Scriptures, but it does 
demand that we recognize the right of the Roman- 
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ist and of the Christian Scientist to answer us as 
we seek to present the truth as God has revealed 
it in the Word. It demands that we recognize this 
right and shall not seek to seal their lips by 
putting them into jail or to death. 


It is not the meaning of tolerance that all men 
come to the conclusion that nothing in particular 
is true. Some persons would argue that no one 
has truth; that not even the Bible reveals truth 
and that therefore to be tolerant means admitting 
that one’s opponent is as likely to be right as one 
is himself! To do this is to deny that there can 
ever be truth anywhere and to assert that not 
even God has given us such a revelation that 
those who believe it can be thought of as having 
truth. 


Let us, therefore, dedicate ourselves to a procla- 
mation of what God has revealed with the knowl- 
edge and confidence that when we do so, we and 
we alone who believe His revelation, have the 
truth. Let us do so fully admitting the right of 
others to preach and teach their doctrines while 
we show forth their error by demonstrating their 
inconsistency and the marvelous consistency of 
God’s revelation. Let us be truly tolerant, but 
never cease for one moment to speak out for the 
faith once for all delivered to the Saints. 


The kingdom of our Lord cometh not by sword 
and conquest but by the preaching of the Word. 
It is the Word preached which by the working of 
the Holy Spirit can bring in that aspect of the 
kingdom of God which is in the heart. We know 
that by the presentation of proof of error and 
the demonstration of truth which is provided in 
the Word, God will make perfect the building up 
of His saints in a world where true tolerance 
reigns. 


*Episcopal Recorder. 


Just Use Me 

1 am the Bible, 

I am God’s wonderful library, 

I am always—and above all—the truth. 

To the weary pilgrim, I am a good, strong staff. 

To > _ who sits in black gloom, I am a glorious 
ight. 

To those who stoop beneath heavy burdens, I am 
sweet rest. 

To him who has lost his way, I am a safe guide. 

To se who have been hurt by sin, I am a healing 
alm. 

To > discouraged, I whisper a glad message of 
ope. 

To those who are distressed by the storms of life, 
I am an anchor sure and steadfast. 

To those who suffer in lonely solitude, I am as 4 
cool, soft hand resting on a fevered brow. 

O child of man, to best defend me, just use me. 


—C. E. Baird. 
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Organic Union With Spiritual 
Unity? 


By Vernon W. Patterson* 


The desire for association and fellowship with 
other Christians is an instinct of the new nature 
in Christ. It is an evidence of the spiritual unity 
of the family of God, where all have come to be 
“partakers of the divine nature” through faith 
in Christ. “We know that we have passed from 
death unto life, because we love the brethren” 
(1 Jno. 3:14). 


Spiritual Unity 


This unity is a fact. Before going to the cross, 
Christ promised his disciples that they would 
“know that I am in my Father, and ye in me and 
I in you” (Jno. 14:20). In John 17, He prayed 
for a three-fold unity of believers: first, oneness 
in the Father’s keeping (V. 11); second, oneness 
in vital union with the Father and Son (“in us,” 
V. 21); and third, oneness in glory (Vs. 22, 23). 
This unity is wrought by the Holy Spirit, begin- 
ning at Pentecost (Acts 1:5), and continuing, as 
He baptizes every believer into the body of Christ, 
until its completion in glory. “For by one Spirit 
are we all baptized into one body” (1 Cor. 12:13). 
So unity in the body of Christ is a present reality 
through the promise and prayer of Christ fulfilled 
by the power of His Spirit. 


Organic Union 


This, however, is not to be confused with or- 
ganic union. The former is an organism: the 
latter, an organization. The one is vital; the other, 
mechanical. 


The Basic Cleavage 


It has been said that denominational divisions 
are the disgrace of Christianity. It is true that 
there is division among those who call themselves 
Christians, but the basic cleavage is not denomi- 
national. There is spiritual unity regardless of de- 
nominations where the true doctrines concerning 
the Scriptures and the person and work of Christ 
are held; and there is division, even within de- 
nominational lines, where these doctrines are de- 
nied. The evidence of this is seen on all sides. In 
interdenominational agencies and so-called “faith” 
missions, evangelical Christians work together ef- 
fectively and in harmony with each other for years 
without knowing, oftentimes, or even caring to 
know, the denominational affiliations of each other. 
On the other hand, within every large denomina- 
tion, there is discord and strife between the mod- 
ernists and the evangelicals. Dr. Henry Sloane 
Coffin, recent moderator of the Northern Presby- 
terian Assembly, who is outspoken in his denial of 


the historic faith, recognizes this when he says: 
“Denominational lines are not real frontiers. Min- 
isters have more in common with the clergy of 
other churches who have had an education similar 
to their own than with fellow-ministers of their 
own church with different training.”* 


The real division is concerning the central doc- 
trines of Christianity. The historic faith holds to 
the inerrant inspiration and authority of the Scrip- 
tures, the unique deity of Christ, His substitu- 
tionary blood atonement, His bodily resurrection 
and His personal coming again. The liberal or 
modernistic theology interprets all of these on a 
natural rather than a supernatural plane, and re- 
duces Christ to the level of being merely a good 
man, a great teacher, and a self-sacrificing example 
and martyr. Here is the age-old cleavage between 
belief and unbelief. 


Irreconcilable Differences 


The true faith emphasizes the person and work 
of Christ as revealed in the Word of God, re- 
ceived by sinners through the power of the Holy 
Spirit, and resulting in souls saved and lives trans- 
formed. The modernistic theology emphasizes uni- 
versal brotherhood and human welfare, applied 
to the social] order through organizational influ- 
ence and political pressure, and resulting, pre- 
sumably, in a “better world.” 


Because of this difference in emphasis the evan- 
gelicals are sometimes accused of “other worldli- 
ness” and of having no concern for human wel- 
fare or for correcting social evils. This is not 
true. No one is more concerned than they are 
about these things. But they know that all hu- 
man ills proceed from the sinful hearts of men, 
and that only the blood of Christ can cleanse 
these hearts. They seek therefore to cut out the 
root of the cancer rather than to salve the sur- 
face. They would cure the cause, not soothe the 
symptoms. For they know that a regenerated heart 
results in changed conduct and transformed life. 
The effect is permanent not temporary. And if 
enough lives are transformed, society is trans- 
formed, and even nations are changed. The sal- 
vation of individual souls through the preaching 
of the cleansing blood of Christ inevitably results 
in social improvement and civic righteousness. 
This is the true order. But to attempt to reverse 
this process is to build upon sand rather than rock. 


*Why I am a Presbyterian, The Forum, March, 
1926. 
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The true faith is supernatural; the modernistic 


theology is natural. Here is the real issue. The . 


one is divine; the other, humanistic. The one is 
wrought by the Spirit of God; the other, by the 
spirit of man. The one stresses the miraculous; 
the other, the scientific. The former emphasizes 
evangelism and regeneration; the latter, social 
readjustment and reformation. The former 
preaches the gospel of the crucified and risen 
Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit; the latter, 
the “social gospel’? of human welfare and world 
improvement in the energy of the flesh. The pri- 
mary object of the one is the salvation of the 
soul and preparation for heaven; that of the other 
is the improvement of society and earthly security 
and prosperity. The one seeks spiritual power and 
heavenly blessing; the other, political influence 
and worldly places and prestige. The program of 
the one is, by the preaching of the gospel, to call 
out from among the nations a people for Christ’s 
name; that of the other is, by social and political 
programs, to “create a new world order.” 


Profession Not Sufficient 


The difference between these two schools of 
thought is irreconcilable. There can be no spiritual 
unity between them. Though both call themselves 
Presbyterian, they are separated by an impassable 
gulf, Though both take the name Christian, they 
have no fellowship and are mutually destructive. 


The difference between these two groups, how- 
ever, is frequently not discerned at first. For many 
of the liberal group have not gone all the way in 
unbelief, and some of the most confirmed mod- 
ernists profess to believe all the central doctrines— 
subject of course to their interpretation of these 
doctrines, not the historic interpretation. The first 
sure evidence of the cleavage is the denial of the 
infallibility, authenticity, and authority of the 
Scriptures. With this wedge driven, the way is 
opened for the denial] of the other essential doc- 
trines to seep in until eventually all are denied. 


Remember the penetrating question of our 
Lord; “And why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do 
not the things which I say” (Lk. 6:46)? And the 
further solemn announcement: “Many will say 
unto me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not 
prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have 
cast out devils? and in thy name done many won- 
derful works? and I will profess unto them; I 
never knew you: depart from me ye that work 
iniquity” (Mt. 7:22, 23). 


Weigh well the meaning and implications of a 
few of the things which He said, which He ex- 
pected His disciples to believe and adopt as the 
basis of their daily living: “Heaven and earth 
shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away” 
(Mt. 24:35); “I and my Father are one” (Jno. 
10:30); “...all men should honour the Son, even 
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as they honour the Father” (Jno. 5:23); “ye an 
from beneath; I am from above. . . if ye believe 
not that I am .. .’ ye shall die in your sing 
(Jno. 8:23,24); “No man cometh unto the Father 
but by me” (Jno. 14:6); “Except a man be bom 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God” (Jno, 
3:3); “The Son of man came .. . to give his life 
a ransom for many” (Mk. 10:45); “I lay down my 
life that I might take it again. No man taketh it 
from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power 
to lay it down, and I have power to take it again” 
(Jno. 10:17, 18). 


Fellowship Forbidden 


Not only can there be no spiritual unity be. 
tween those who hold the Scriptural faith and 
those who deny it, but the Word of God positively 
and repeatedly forbids even attempting fellowship 
between the two groups. Believers are warned to 
“have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of 
darkness, but rather reprove them” (Eph. 5:11). 
Paul warns Timothy against those who do not 
teach the true doctrine of Christ and adds, “From 
such withdraw thyself” (I Tim. 6:5). Peter warns 
against “false teachers” who deny “the Lord that 
bought them” (I Pet. 2:1); and John is very 
strong and specific: “Whosoever  transgresseth 
and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not 
God. If there come any unto you, and bring not 
this doctrine, receive him not into your house, 
neither bid him God speed; For he that biddeth 
him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds” (II 
Jno. 9-11). 


False Union 


It is clearly seen therefore that spiritual unity 
centers in Christ through faith in the Scriptural 
doctrine of His person and work. Organic union 
cannot make this spiritual unity; nor can organic 
division break it. To bind these two contradictory 
groups together by organizational bands would 
bring about only a mechanical or forced union, 
not a vital or spiritual unity, and would result in 
discord and bitterness and even eventual de- 
parture from the true doctrine of Christ. This 
is abundantly evident from such unions as have 
already taken place. 


True Unity Desired 


It would be worth the greatest effort and sacti- 
fice to achieve organic union of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A. (Northern), and the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. (Southern), if this could be done 
with true spiritual unity. But, sad to say, the his 
tory of the Northern Church, especially in recent 
years, is not encouraging as to the possibility of 
this. 


The Lesson Of History 


The separation of the Northern and Southern 
Churches came as a direct result of the disregard 
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of the Northern Church of the principle of the 
separation of church and state. They demanded 
at the time secession was impending that ministers 
must pledge allegiance to the Federal govern- 
ment. This demand resulted in the separation of 
the two bodies in 1861. 


In 1866, the Northern Church united with the 
“New School” Presbyterian Church. The “Old 
School” Presbyterian church had separated from 
the “New School” group in 1837 because of the 
latter's New England Unitarian coloring and doc- 
trinal laxity. Thus early did the Northern Church 
adopt the policy of “union on the ground of polity 
rather than of the principles of the interpretation 
of the Word of God ... From the day of the 
union until the present, New Schoo] Theology has 
been a disturbing factor in the ranks of that 
church. For instance, Union Theological Semi- 
nary, New York was a New School seminary.’’* 


This policy of the Northern Church toward 
union fer the sake of organizational enlargement 
and strategy with disregard of doctrine was again 
demonstrated when in 1906 it united with the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church, whose theology 
was not truly Calvinistic, but rather Arminian. 


Decline In Doctrine 


In protest against the teachings of Dr. Harry 
Emerson Fosdick, then a professor in Union 
Theological Seminary, New York, the Northern 
General Assembly declared in 1923 that each of 
the following five doctrines was “an essential 
doctrine of the Word of God and our Standards”: 
the inerrant inspiration of the Scriptures; the 
virgin birth of Christ; the substitutionary atone- 
ment; the bodily resurrection; and the miracles of 
Christ. Promptly in the same year, 1,292 ministers 
of the Northern Church signed a paper known as 
the Auburn Affirmation, stating these doctrines 
were not essential “for ordination or for good 
standing in our church.” 


Then followed years of conflict, in which Dr. 
J. Gresham Machen of Princeton Theological 
Seminary, scholarly and zealous advocate of the 
doctrine of the virgin birth and of the historic 
faith, was persecuted and repudiated; and the 
founders of the Independent Board of Presby- 
terian Foreign Missions, which was formed in pro- 
test against modernism in the foreign fields, were 
ruthlessly put out of the church. 


Finally in 1943, the Northern General Assembly 
elected as moderator Dr. Henry Sloane Coffin, 
President of Union Theological Seminary, New 
York, an Auburn Affirmationist, who is recog- 


ee 


*Is Organic Union of the Presbyterian Churches 
to Be Desired? Rev. William Crowe, D.D., South- 
ern Presbyterian Journal, July, 1944. 


nized as one of the foremost leaders of the mod- 
ernists. By this election, to all purposes, the 
Northern Church has openly endorsed the Auburn 
Affirmation and set its seal upon the modernistic 
theology, which Dr. Coffin represents. This is 
recognized as a fact by both the evangelicals and 
the liberals of the Northern Church.* 


Decline In Practice 


The natural result of this doctrinal declension 
has been an increasing emphasis upon socia] and 
political activities, humanistic rather than spiritual. 
Ministers are urged to join labor unions and par- 
ticipate in the conflict between capital and labor; 
inter-racial programs aiming at complete social 
equality between the races are promoted; paci- 
fistic activities are encouraged; governmental 
lobbying and political pressure is engaged in; and 
so on. Many of these programs are strongly anti- 
capitalistic and socialistic, and some are near- 
communistic. 


In the church organization itself this social and 
political trend is seen. Boards and committees for 
promoting social and political programs take a 
prominent place. The position of women is elevat- 
ed in an un-Scriptural way. They may be elected 
as ruling elders and presumably even as teaching 
elders (preachers). Trustees manage the finances 
rather than deacons. The authority is centralized 
into a General Council composed of the heads of 
the various Boards, etc. This tends toward a cen- 
tralization of ecclesiastical authority contrary to 
the principles of Presbyterianism. 


Ultimate Objectives 


In this connection it should be noted also that 
the program of uniting denominations under one 
control does not stop with the proposed union of 
the Northern and Southern churches. It proceeds 
onward to include all branches of Presbyterianism. 
Then it is proposed to unite with the Protestant 
Episcopal Church. Steps to this end are already 
under way. And so on and on would many advo- 
cates of church union carry the program until 
there would be one World Church. All of this 
means, among other things, increasing ecclesias- 
tical power centralized into the hands of a few 
top leaders. 


The Question Of Union 


In view of all of these facts, how can there be 
a union between the two denominations with real 
spiritual harmony? “Can two walk together except 
they be agreed’”’ (Amos 3:3)? 


*For a detailed discussion of the Auburn Af- 
firmation and the teachings of Dr. Coffin, etc., 
see Church Union, Major W. Calvin Wells, South- 
ern Presbyterian Journal, April, 1944. 
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It must be admitted that there is a considerable 
liberal or modernistic group in the Southern 
Church. But it is felt that they are in the minority 
and certainly not in the dominant position that 
the modernistic leaders of the Northern Church 
occupy. Significantly enough, in the Southern 
Church, it is the liberal group in the main that 
favors union, and the conservative body that op- 
poses it. This only emphasizes the real line of 
cleavage, which has been pointed out. How can 
there be harmony between the two? How can 
there be peace without purity? 


A recent advocate of organic union contends 
that “it is not basically a question of Christian 
faith or of Christian action. It is a question of 
Christian strategy.” It becomes, he says, “‘a ques- 
tion of Christian faith only if it can be shown that 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S., is disloyal to her 
faith by entering a union with the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A.’’* The facts abundantly show that 
union would inevitably mean such disloyalty on 
the part of the Southern Church, and therefore 
the question is basically one of Christian faith. 
How can “Christian strategy” be important, or 
even “Christian,” if Christian faith is denied? The 
Northern Church has openly put its endorsement 
on modernism. And the Northern Church out- 
numbers the Southern Church four to one. To 
merge under such conditions, would mean, on the 
part of the Southern Church, compromising the 
faith and ultimately, to all practical purposes, de- 
parting from it. How could God bless a “Christian 
strategy” that is bought at the price of the Chris- 
tian faith? 


The Church Property Question 


Furthermore, as has been pointed out in the 
able article by Judge C. Ellis Ott,** great bitter- 
ness would result regarding church properties. 
This was true in the union of the Northern and 
Cumberland Presbyterian Churches and of the 
Northern and Southern Methodist Churches: Local 
churches, which for conscience sake refused to go 
into these unions, were deprived of the properties 
which their members had bought with their gen- 
erous and sacrificial gifts. It will take generations 
to wipe out the bitterness and animosity that has 
been thus created. 


A Suggested Solution 


If, however, the Northern Church has not 
actually turned away from the historic faith to the 
extent that its official actions would seem to indi- 
cate, and if those desiring union are sincerely 
and earnestly willing to seek a solid foundition 


*Dr. Holmes Rolston, The Presbyterian Outlook, 
Dec. 31, 19465. 


**The Southern Presbyterian Journal, Nov. 1, 
19465. 
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upon which the two denominations can build q 
united organization with real unity of spirit, this 
can be demonstrated by meeting two simple cop. 
ditions, which actually will solve the great ma. 
jority of the present problems: First, let the 
Northern Church repudiate the Auburn Affirms. 
tion and give a positive declaration concerning 
the essentiality of the central doctrines of Chris. 
tianity which were questioned in the Affirmation. 
And second, let both denominations grant to the 
loca] churches the right to retain the ownership 
of their properties, if they should decide not to 
enter the merger. 


These conditions are eminently fair. For cer. 
tainly if there is to be genuine unity, there should 
be a clear statement concerning the essential, 
central doctrines that have been questioned, espe- 
cially the doctrine of the infallibility of the Scrip. 
tures. No one who sincerely holds these doctrines 
will hesitate to declare himself. And as to the 
ownership of the property, regardless of what may 
be considered “the genius of Presbyterianism,” 
the principles of simple justice and honesty, as 
recognized even by the outside world, would re- 
quire that each church, which has given and main- 
tained its property, should be permitted to retain 
the ownership of its property, if it should decide, 
temporarily or permanently, to remain out of the 
union. 


If these basic conditions are met, there will be 
little doubt that every other problem can and will 
be solved. But unless there is the sincerity of 
spirit, the true brotherliness of heart, and the 
simple regard for truth and the just rights of 
others necessary to make this beginning, there is 
no need to continue negotiations, for, without 
these, there can be no organic union with spiritual 
unity. 


*Elder in the First Presbyterian Church, Char 
lotte, N. C. 





Write for free copies of Major W. Calvin Wells’ 
analysis of The Plan of Union and other special 
articles on this important subject, including Dr. 
William Crowe's “Is Union Desirable?” A_ postal 
card request will bring as many copies as. you ca! 
profitably use for distribution among your. church 
officers. 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal Co. 
Weaverville . North Carolina 
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Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 
(March 3-10-17) 


LESSON FOR MARCH 3 


A People Finding A Homeland: Scripture: 
Joshua. Print Jos. 1:1-4; 23:1-11 Dev. Reading: 
Deut. 11:1, 8-12. 


In our Devotional Reading we have a beauti- 
ful description of the Promised Land. “A land 
that floweth with milk and honey . . . not as the 
land of Egypt ... soweth thy seed and watereth 
it with thy foot—(an irrigated country) .. . but 
... a land of hills and valleys, and drinketh water 
of the rain from heaven ... a land which the 
Lord thy God careth for; the eyes of the Lord thy 
God are always upon it, from the beginning of the 
year even unto the end of the year.” This was a 
“Homeland” worth finding! 


“Trust and Obey” might be a good heading for 
the book of Joshua, both in regard to the Good 
Soldier who had “Good Success,” and the people 
of Israel. It was faith and obedience which en- 
abled them to go in and possess the land. What 
failures there were came through Unbelief and 
Disobedience. The book as a whole is one of Vic- 
tory. 

We will center our attention mainly on chapters 
1 and 23, 


The Call Of Joshua 


“Moses my servant is dead.’”’ When earthly lead- 
ers pass from the scene, God has others prepared 
to take up their work. Although a great disappoint- 
ment to Moses, it was fitting that he, the repre- 
sentative of the Law, should not lead Israel into 
Canaan, but that Joshua, a type of Jesus, our 
Savior, should be the one to lead them “‘into rest,” 
as Christ will lead us to the “rest that remaineth 
to the people of God.” Joshua, too, was a trained 
military leader with much experience. 


“Arise, go . . . thou and all this people.” No 
man ever received a more direct and definite call 
than Joshua. Unlike some other great men, Moses 
especially, he makes no excuses. He no doubt 
felt the load of responsibility, but does not hesi- 
tate to assume it. A typical army man, he is ready 
to “obey orders” from “the Captain of the host of 
the Lord.” (5:14). 


The call made him feel his Need, and so we 
have: 


The Promise To Joshua 


In 5:1 we have this gracious promise: “There 
shall not any man be able to stand before thee all 
the days of thy life; as I was with Moses, so I 
will be with thee.” The promise could not have 
been- couched in more . reassuring words, for 


Joshua had seen how the Lord had been with 
Moses for the last forty years. 


Bound with this Promise is an earnest Exhor- 
tation: “Be strong and of a good courage... 
only be thou strong and very courageous... be 
strong and of a good courage” (Vs. 6,7,9). These 
words remind us of Paul’s exhortation to Christian 
Soldiers to “be strong in the Lord and in the 
power of His might. “The Christian life is “not 
a picnic, but a battlefield’; after each blessing or 
“benediction comes a battle.” 


The Place Of “This Book” 


“This book of the law shall not depart out of 
thy mouth.” Other great military leaders have 
followed his example. In nearly every war, even 
the last one, we have had men who loved their 
Bibles. Meditation upon and obedience to, the 
Word of God, were to assure prosperity and good 
success. Surely if this were true of a flesh and 
blood war, how much more when we fight not 
against flesh and blood! If we have an arm to 
wield it and skill to use it, as Bunyan says, we can 
venture against angels and _ principalities and 
powers. Woe be to the church when it tries to win 
with man-made weapons! 


The middle section of the book is taken up with: 


The Twofold Task 


This task was (1) To conquer the land, and (2) 
To divide it among the twelve tribes. It was no 
little task; it was work for both a Soldier and a 
Statesman. Joshua, under God, proved himself to 
be both. 


We have time to but mention the great cam- 
paigns of the book—the capture of Jericho, the 
setback at AI, the Southern and then the Northern 
campaign, by which the backbone of resistance 
was broken and the land opened to occupation. 
There still remained sections not subjugated and 
there was some lack of faith and obedience shown 
in not completely conquering the foe. Is there not 
a timely lesson for us as individuals in our fight 
against our besetting sins? and also the church 
in its Missionary labors? 


But on the whole there was the: 


Good Success 


Which was promised to Joshua in the first chap- 
ter. When he calls Israel together just before His 
death He tells them that not one good thing which 
the Lord had promised had He failed to perform. 
What is Success? Someone has defined it as “com- 
ing up to the level of one’s best.” I like another 
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definition better. “Success is coming up to the 
best that God has for us.” Joshua was eminently 
successful according to that definition. 


Can we be successful as he was? What were the 
things which made him succeed? They are right 
at hand: Faith, Obedience, Love For and Loyalty 
To, God’s Word. 


We are facing great enemies today. The path 
to Victory is the path marked out by Joshua. 
“Trust and Obey, for there’s no other way,” to 
gain the victory over our foes, but to “Trust and 
Obey”. The Word of God, teaches us Trust and 
Obedience. 


As Christians we have to fight every step of the 
way. Let us never be discouraged. The Sword of 
the Spirit in the hands and hearts of Trusting 
and Obedient Soldiers can give us the Victory 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Our “Joshua” can 
and will enable us to conquer the world, the flesh 
and the devil. 


Are we living Victorious lives? Are we trying 
the right plan? 


—_~————— 4 = > —___—— 


LESSON FOR MARCH 10 


A People In Confusion. Scripture: Judges. Print 
2:7,11,16-23. Devotional Reading: Deut. 30:15-20. 


“With ruin upon ruin, rout on rout, 
Confusion worse confounded.” 


These words might well describe the condition 
in the land of Promise during the time of the 
Judges. Still we would not paint the picture teo 
black. There were periods—quite long periods— 
when there was rest and peace and quietness. 
One of these lasted 80 years and several for 40 
years. 


Still as a whole, “Confusion” is a fitting term 
to use, or “Defeat.” The book of Joshua is one 
of “Victory,” marked by only one bad defeat, that 
before Ai, which was caused by the sin of Achan. 
There was not complete victory, however. In the 
book of Judges we have victories, but also numer- 
ous defeats and oppressions. 


Moses told Israel in Deut. 30:15-20 in most 
solemn warning that he was setting before them, 
“life and good, and death and evil ... life and 
death, blessing and cursing.” All these things were 
mixed together during this period. The people made 
their choice and reaped the consequences. Is not 
this true of every nation? 


Reasons For This Confusion 
We have just stated one of these reasons—the 
choice of the people. 


A second was that they failed to carry out God’s 
commands and did not drive out al] their enemies. 
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On account of their disobedience and unbelief 
these nations were allowed to remain and became 
thorns and snares. 






Then Israel left the worship of Jehovah and 
strayed off after the gods of the people who were 
left in the land. 


“No king in Israel; every man did that which 
was right in his own eyes.” There was no central 
authority. But Jehovah was their King and here. 
tofore there had been no confusion. Under Joshua 
and Moses Israel was under a Theocracy. The 
trouble was that Israel departed from their King. 
It was stepping Down, not Up, to go from a The. 
ocracy to a Monarchy. However, Monarchy is bet. 
ter than anarchy which was almost the actual con- 
dition during the period of these judges, many of 
whom were but local rulers. 


Extent Of This Confusion 


There were six major Oppressions and Deliver. 
ances, and seven minor; six outstanding Judges, 
and seven not so prominent. 
















The first was the Mesopotamian Invasion from 
the north-east. Israel had intermarried with the 
Canaanites and served their gods. Othniel, the 
nephew of Caleb, defeated these enemies and the 
land had rest forty years. 








The second oppression was by the Moabites. 
Ehud, a Benjamite, slew Eglon king of Moab and 
completely defeated the Moabites, and there was 
peace for eighty years. Shamgar, the third judge, 
rendered good service against the Philistines dur- 
ing this time. 








The third great oppression was by the Canaan- 
ites. Deborah, the prophetess, was the real leader 
and she and Barak with an army of 10,000 men, 
met and defeated Sisera, the captain of the 
Canaanitish army. 










The next enemy to arise was the Midianites. 
Gideon with his little band of 300 men led in 
this most spectacular and crushing defeat. He is 
one of the best of the judges and is given a place 
in the honor roll of Heb. 11 along with others. 
Abimelech, Tola, and Jair came in about this time. 


Then came the Ammonites. Jephthah, the 
Gileadite, led Israel to victory. He is remembered 
for his rash vow. Ibzen, Elon, and Abdon figured 
in this time. 

Lastly, we have the oppression by the Philistines 
and the strange, but always interesting, story of 
Samson, the “weak strong man.” 


The Nature Of This Confusion 
As we have seen, this was, first of all, Political 
eonfusion. Their enemies ruled over them ani 
greviously afflicted them, making life a burden 
Add to this the fact that many of these judge 
were weak, immoral men, and we can see thi 
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their rule was not always ideal. Even the best of 
them, like Gideon, were far from perfect and al- 
jowed abuses to creep into their rule. 


Back of this political confusion was Religious 
confusion. Leaving the true God, they served the 
gods of the heathen, whose very worship was worse 
than confusion. 


There was Social confusion. This is brought out 
most graphically in the “stories of the times” in- 
corporated in the last chapters of the book. We 
also get an insight into the sordid Home life. This 
was bound to be true when so much intermarriage 
took place. Heathen wives ruined the homes. Gen- 
erations which “knew not the Lord” came from 
such marriages and homes. 

Sin was the background of it all. 


Practical Application 


It would be wel] for us to ponder a long time on 
the book of Judges. 

Our time is certainly a time of “World Con- 
fusion” of the most startling nature. We are busy 
running to the ends of the earth to “confer” with 
all sorts of people, mostly without religious atti- 
tudes or inclinations. The rulers of the world 
are “taking eounci]l together” and as far as we 
can see, with no thought of God, or God’s Anoint- 
ed in their minds. As was the case when He first 
came, there is “no room for Him.” 


Sin has gotten the world muddled and confused. 
Why can we come to no agreements, or solve 
any problems? The answer is so simple that a child 
ought to see it. As these words are being written, 
news comes over the radio that law-abiding Eng- 
land is having to call on its citizens to help Scot- 
land Yard try to check the “crime wave,” and in 
our own country at the convention of Policemen, 
our crime expert, Edgar Hoover again warns 
America of an unprecedented increase in crime, 
especially among the young. 

Are we approaching the wonderful “New World” 
some are so loudly proclaiming, or a “Dark Age” 
of crime and lawlessness such as we have never 
experienced before in this country? 

No nation is Christian. We are but “flecked with 
Christianity.” There are bright spots in America, 
but there are plenty of black ones, too, and the 
total effect is pretty “shady,” to say the least. 

There never was a finer time to let our light 
shine, and be real salt with savor to it. 


Are we doing our part to bring order out of 
chaos? 


+ 
LESSON FOR MARCH 17 
The Everyday Life Of A People. Scripture: 
Ruth, Devotional Reading: Psalm 133. 


The Psalmist exclaims in Psalm 183: “Behold, 
how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Page 13 


dwell together in unity.” Even in the troubled 
days of the judges there were some who were thus 
dwelling together. The story of Ruth is a welcome 
relief from the bloodshed and confusion which is 
everywhere predominant in the book of Judges. 


We hope that this book is a beautiful sample 
of many other similar scenes. Not that the faith 
of Elimelech and Naomi was by any means per- 
fect, but at least we have a semblance of faith, 
loyalty and love. 


We shall center our attention on the heroine of 
the story—Ruth, grouping the material around 
her. 


CHAPTER I 
Choosing Wisely 


The story opens with a background of sadness. 
First there is Famine, and this famine led Elime- 
lech and Naomi to forsake their country for the 
land of Moab. We cannot judge them. Perhaps it 
was a lack of faith, but if so, this was not the 
first time that famine led God’s people to seek 
food elsewhere. But sorrow upon sorrow comes. 
The father dies and then the two sons. After ten 
years Naomi decides to return to her country. 


In verses 6-18 we have one of the most touching 
pictures in the Bible. Both Orpah and Ruth loved 
Naomi. But Ruth makes the all-important choice 
and records her choice in the words which have 
made her so famous: “Entreat me not to leave 
thee, or to return from following after thee: for 
whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou 
lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my peo- 
ple, and thy God, my God: Where thou diest, 
will I die, and there will I be buried: the Lord do 
so to me, and more also, if ought but death part 
thee and me”. Thus the Moabitish girl “burned 
her bridges” behind her. These words deserve 
their place in literature. It was no little thing for 
her to give up country and kin and friends in 
this way. But no one doubts the wisdom of her 
choice. 


The remaining verses in this chapter describe 
the sad feelings with which Naomi began life 
again amid the old surroundings: “Call me not 
Naomi, call me Mara: for the Almighty hath dealt 
very bitterly with me. I went out full, and the 
Lord hath brought me home again empty.” 


CHAPTER Il 
Gleaning Diligently 


There was no “moaning and moping” on the 
part of Ruth. She was ready to make a living for 
herself and Naomi, and she set about it in a most 
capable and praiseworthy way. God was guiding 
her every step, “and her hap was to light on a 
‘part of the field belonging unto Boaz’. Just as 
the Lord was with Joseph and he was a “luckie”, 
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(prosperous) man, so the Lord was with Ruth and 
she was a “luckie’” woman. To all who love ro- 
mance, chapter II is interesting reading. 


Boaz is a fine type of a prosperous and well- 
liked farmer and the interest he takes in this 
stranger and his kindness to her throw a flood of 
light on his generous and gentlemanly character. 
We hope there were many like him in Israel. 


But the chapter is especially fine in the light 
it throws on the simple good character of Ruth 
herself, as she thus unselfishly cared for her 
mother-in-law. 


CHAPTER Ill 
Planning Hopefully 


Naomi now bestirs herself. She planned to take 
advantage of the law and custom of the times 
and seek a real home for her loved daughter-in- 
law. We can easily imagine the many conver- 
sations which took place between these two de- 
voted friends in their little home at night. Naomi 
saw the increasing interest which Boaz took in 
Ruth and she confided her plan to her. She was 
simply taking advantage of the well-known law 
and custom of the time. There was nothing wrong 
or immodest about it. The testimony of Boaz is 
worth remembering here: “for all the city of my 
people doth know that thou art a virtuous woman.” 
The good character of Ruth was beyond suspicion. 


CHAPTER IV 
Rewarded Gloriously 


The plan worked. Boaz set about to finish the 
business of purchasing to himself a splendid wife, 
and also the parcel of ground that belonged t, 
her deceased husband, in fact, all the property of 
the boys and Naomi. 


Thus the story ends, with a wedding and ap. 
other fine home begun. The chapter closes by 
showing the lineage of David through Ruth, and 
thus connecting her with the Messianic line. 


Some Lessons For Us 


(1) Love for friends and kinfolk can be a rich 
blessing or a curse according to the nature of 
these friends and kinfolk. Many a man has been 
saved by having a friend, and many a man has 
been lost through the wrong sort of friends. These 
earthly ties are glorious helps, but may be snares 
and hindrances. 


(2) God has room in His Book for the lives of 
simple people. Who are we, to say what people 
are great or small? 

(3) God overrules our mistakes and brings 
glorious results out of our failures. Sometimes 
sorrow is but a prelude to greater joy. “Weeping 
may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the 
morning.” 

While Ruth is the main character of this book, 
we can see some noble traits of character in both 
Boaz and Naomi. 


Young People’s Department 
Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 
(March 3-10-17) 


Young People’s Emphasis 
For March 


What Shall It Profit? 
Introduction For The Month 


The Atomic Age is upon us, but we Christians 
have been talking too much about the atomic bomb 
and too little about atomic energy. Great areas of 
opportunity and service for mankind open up as 
we think of the possibilities in atomic energy, 
and out of these possibilities shall come great 
new industries and with them new vocations for 
the young people of this generation. 


But all these possibilities will become liabilities 
that destroy unless we Christians take the dynamic 
energy of the Gospel of Christ for our direction 
in all of life. On one occasion Jesus Christ re- 
minded His disciples that it would not amount 


to much if they should gain the whole world yet 
lose their own souls. We shall never take Christ 
into our vocations and follow His mind in all of 
life until we come to realize in a practical, vital, 
life-controlling way that it would not profit usa 
thing should we gain the whole world and lose 
our own soul. 


Our emphasis for the month of March is on otf 
vocations, our life work, but the emphasis is 
stated in the words that Christ used in putting the 
question to His disciples, “What shall it profit 4 
man .. .?” Much harm has been done spiritually 
many times by folks who take a few words out of 
Scripture and give them a meaning that they 
never had in the Bible; and often we never gt! 
the blessing we should from reading our Bibles be 
cause we read hurriedly over a passage and neve! 
take the time to find what it really means. Per 
haps this month we should take our first progra” 
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to study our passage of Scripture from which the 
words for our monthly emphasis are taken, and 
after we understand that we shall go on and look 
at our life work. 


March 3: Make A Living By Making A Life. 
Introduction 
What is man 


If his chief good and market of his time 

Be but to sleep and feed? A beast, no more. 

Sure, he that made us with such large discourse, 
Looking before and after, gave us not 

That capability and God-like reason 

To rust in us unused. 


—William Shakespeare. 


Man is not a body with a spirit. Man is a spirit 
with a body. To work day by day simply to gain 
the material things of life that bring pleasure to 
the body is to be less than a man and to live 
on the level of a beast. But when we hear people 
speak of making a success in life they talk only 
in terms of money and things; therefore to be cor- 
rect they should go on and tell us that they are 
talking about being successful beasts. 


Many people are unhealthy and unhappy be- 
cause they have not learned even to be success- 
ful beasts. People may be too lazy to get out and 
work for a living and become unhappy and un- 
healthy because they do not have enough of the 
things that are necessary for physical life. And 
others may become unhappy and unhealthy be- 
cause they overindulge in the things of material 
comfort, and when they do they not only become 
unhappy and unhealthy themselves but they also 
deprive somebody else of the necessities of life; 
and so, while they are unhappy and unhealthy 
from too much, they are making others unhappy 
and unhealthy from too little. So we do want to 
become successful beasts; that is, we want to learn 
how to have and use properly the things necessary 
for physical well being. 


But we who have been created in the image of 
God ‘certainly want to go higher in success than 
merely being successful animals. How can we? 
Our Lord tells us in the passage of Scripture 
from which our emphasis title is taken. Let’s 
study it. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
Mark 8:34-38 


1. Absolute Necessity—Self Denial, v. 34-365. 
2. Supreme Value—The Soul, v. 36-37. 
3. Greatest Danger ... Silence, v. 38. 


These three principles tell a story. If in your 
job and in your personal living you are simply out 
to get what you can get for yourself you not 
gnly can not be Christ’s disciple, but you will also 
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be disappointed, for God has written into the warp 
and woof of the universe the law that whoever 
seeks to selfishly keep his life for himself shal! 
lose even what he is after. To be a disciple of 
Christ and find rea] living we must deny self and 
take up our cross and follow Christ. But we will 
not want to deny self and take up our cross until 
we realize that our soul is the supreme value of 
life. But when we do realize it and receive Christ 
we run a great danger—the danger that we will 
not confess Christ before men. And remember 
that we confess Christ before men in all that we 
do and say. We confess Him in church, in the 
home, in the friends we choose, and in the manner 
in which we do our work. 


The Soul 


Perhaps we ought to include a word about the 
word “soul.” It seems that souls have gone out 
of date today, and most people think that the 
soul is that ghost-like something that will live on 
after death, no more. In Genesis 2:7 we read that 
God formed man from the dust of the ground in 
that day when He made him, and that He “breathed 
into his nostrils the breath of life; and man be- 
came a living soul.” All of us know that we have 
a material body; God says that this was formed 
from the dust. And all of us know that we have 
an immortal, spiritual nature, this God calls in 
this passage the “breath of life.” So man is body 
and spirit. Then God calls man—body and spirit— 
“q living soul.” A man’s soul is His whole per- 
sonality—physical nature and spiritual nature. 
Some times the Scriptures seem to make man a 
threefold being—body, soul, and spirit. (I Thess. 
5:23). But the writer of Hebrews reminds us 
that only the Word of God can separate the soul 
from the spirit (Heb. 4:12); therefore for all 
practical purposes the soul refers to the whole 
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man—body and spirit. Thus if we neglect our 
spiritual natures we can lose both body and spirit; 
we have nothing left. This means that when Christ 
said, “What shall it profit a man if he gain the 
whole world and lose his own soul,” He was not 
thinking only of the world to come. If a man lives 
only for the things of the flesh and neglects the 
spirit, he loses in this life and in the life to come. 
But if he gains life and power for his soul he has 
a healthy, powerful life in this world and in the 
world to come. The two stand or fall together. 


Suggestions 


This threefold truth from the Scripture lesson 
can be applied in talks or by discussion to the 
setup of life—personal and commercial. It means 
that we can never choose any work that will tear 
down our own physical bodies or the bodies of 
others. It means that even in choosing our work 
we must choose work in which we can build up 
our spiritual natures and witness for Christ. It 
means that we can’t look at any job purely from 
the standpoint of what we can get, but we must 
think in terms of what we can give. 


Our big job in life is not to make a living, but 
to make a life. We can not make a real life unless 
we deny self, take up our cross, follow Christ, 
realize the supreme value of our own whole 
nature, body and spirit, and seek to witness for 
Christ everywhere. The way we make our living 
must help us make such a life. If we make our 
living in any other way we shall lose our souls 
and have nothing left. 


In studying this passage it has an application to 
all of life, but let’s never forget the primary 
application. We must believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ and have everlasting life. It does not matter 
what we gain in this life, for it is less than nothing 
unless we have everlasting life. 


March 10: Full Time Christian Living. 
Introduction 


How many times have you heard some speaker 
give a call for all those who will give themselves 
for full time Christian service to come forward? 
Did you ever remind yourself while the speaker 
was giving the invitation that every single Chris- 
tian in all the world has been called to do just 
that—to give himself in full time Christian 
service? 


But we can’t all be preachers, teachers, mission- 
aries. How can we be full-time workers when we 
have to work for someone else and at some other 
job eight or ten hours a day? All work is sacred, 
if it is the work that God has called-us to do. And 
all work that God has called us to do is full time 
Christian living. Paul is known as one of the 
greatest of Christian missionaries, yet. in-his life 
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he illustrated what every believer’s life should be. 
Let’s see. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
Acts 18:1-11 


. Christian Home Life All the Time, V. 1-3a,. 

. Necessary Toil Day by Day, V. 3b. 

. Worship Every Sabbath Day, V. 4. 

. Gospel Testimony at Every Opportunity, V. 5. 
. Faithfulness in the Face of Opposition, V. 6, 
. Visitation in Homes for Christ, V. V-8. 


. Fellowship with God Al] the Way Through, 
V. 9-11. 


If these seven things are true in our lives we 
will be doing full time Christian living no matter 
what our vocation may be, and if any of these 
elements are missing in our lives we are not doing 
full time Christian living even though we might 
be a minister, a missionary, or a religious edu- 
cation director. 


Suggestions 


In the first program we emphasized the fact 
that the most important thing is not to make a 
living but to make a real, Christian life. In this 
program we are taking another step and pointing 
out that if we make a real Christian life it does 
not mean that we will neglect making a living, but 
it does mean that however we make a living we 
will use every opportunity to make our job and 
our work count for Christ. Christian living is the 
most important thing in the world; therefore we 
must go all out for full time Christian living on 
the job and off. The chances are that if we young 
people learn to live full time as Christians now 
we will also live full time for Christ when we 
go out into the world and work. In this program 
you could study the Scripture references and 
follow with a discussion of how you might be 
better “full time Christians” right now in what 
you are doing. 


March 17: Making My Vocation Christian. 
Introduction 


Things in life don’t just. happen. A girl who 
lives in my town has been married six times and 
the other day she secured her sixth divorce. She 
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sued for divorce because her husband seemed cool 

toward her. She said to the papers,” I have tried 

six times and it never has worked, so I am not 

going to marry any more.” The trouble with this 

girl was that she felt marriages were made in 

heaven and when you married you did not have to 

do anything about it at all, you were just auto- 

matically happy. But it does not work that way. we 

You have to choose wisely and work hard at those s oO ON orl d 





things that make for happiness and mutual under- 
standing . 





A job is the same way. No vocations are in p cS ‘G, it 
themselves Christian—not even the ministry. Some , “22% 
present more, some less, opportunities for Chris- 

tian service, but any job that you ever hold will 

be only as Christian as you make it. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON Now that peace has come, the way is open 
once more for missionary work in many 
1. We must have the proper attitude toward lands—work that has been curtailed or 


‘ : , closed down entirely during the war. Chris- 
work in general. (a) The necessity of it—Gen. tian people will see that this work is re- 
3:17-19; 1 Thess. 4:11; 2 Thess. 3:10. (b) The sumed at once, and that it is adequately 


right to it—Ex. 20:9-11. (c) The approach to it— financed. 


eaten Our Foreign Missions Committee invites your 


2. We must have the proper respect for those attention to five specific ways in which YOU 
with whom and for whom we work. (a) Manage- 
ment toward labor—Deut. 24:14; Eph. 6:9; Col. 
4:1. (b) Labor toward management—1 Tim. 4:1; 1, You can include a bequest to Foreign 
Eph. 6:5-8. (c) Mutual brotherhood and appreci- Missions in your will. 


can participate in the spreading of Chris- 
tianity in foreign lands: 


ation—Philemon 15-21. 2. You can create a memorial fund, the 


interest from which will be a contribu- 


3. We must have a proper cultivation of our tion each year to Foreign Missions. 


stewardship. (a) Of the resources of the earth— 
Psalm 24; Prov. 3:9. (b) Of opportunities and 3. You can make Foreign Missions the 
power—Psalm 8. (c) Of material possessions— ao mo of one of your life insurance 
Lev. 27:30; Malachi 3:8-10. en 
4. You can give Foreign Missions your 
Suggestions idle jewelry, gold and silver, to be con- 
Many people today are putting up a fight for Wns ae eae 
management and they insist that the church 5. You can purchase a life annuity, 
should be on their side. And labor is fighting to cee ped pousens. a an - 
get control and keep its grip on things, and many rs oy pif ol youa wen = 
insist that the church must be on the side of the Foreign Missions. 
laboring man. Many feel that the differences can 
never be solved without some new system of con- 
trolled economy whereby there is a more equal For Full Particulars Regarding Any 
distribution of the wealth and resources between Of These Plans Write 
all groups. The church is not on the side of either 
management or labor, but the church has a mes- 
sage for both. And that message calls upon both F Ps 
capital and labor to repent of their evil ways in Executive Committee Of 
the past and to walk by these principles in the 7 a 
days that lie ahead. Changing systems do not Foreign Missions 
affect fundamental attitudes toward life and 2 
work. In this program emphasis should be laid Presbyterian Church In 
on the necessity of these fundamental principles P 
set forth in the Bible, and it can be pointed out The United States 
how they will make for success in any job and 
— they must be present if any system is to P. O. Box 330 Nashville 1, Tenn. 
work. 


Curry B. Hearn . Treasurer 
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“Please Love Me Forever” 
By Rev. Joseph Hopper, Th.D.* 


Out in Korea one Monday I was in a crowded 
public car returning to my mission station after 
a week-end in my country evangelistic field. 

On the seat next to me was a Korean boy per- 
haps sixteen years old. As we rode together he 
and I engaged in conversation, chatting away 
in the Korean language. I learned he was from 
the very town where I had spent the week-end, 
that he had attended church a little, that I had 
baptized his sister, her husband, and two children, 
that he had studied a little English at the Japanese 
government school. 


Like practically every Oriental student of Eng- 
lish, he wanted to try out his knowledge of Eng- 
lish on an English-speaking person, and to hear 
the pronunciation from one whose mother tongue 
was English. Hence from that point in our ride 
together we carried on a very elementary conver- 
sation in English, which ran something like this: 


He said to me, “What is your name?” 
My reply, “My name is Joseph Hopper.” 


“Where are you going?” 
“T am going to Mokpo.” 


His next question, typically Oriental, was this, 
“How old are you?” 


And I told him my age. 


Then he said to me in clear English a sentence 
which I do not think I will ever forget, for it so 
typically represents the hunger of a soul in heath- 
enism. He said to me, “Please love me forever.” 
How could I love him forever? Yet I was so glad 
I had a God and a gospel for just such as he, and a 
Savior who came into the world to save such as 
he, and to satisfy such a soul’s longing. And I 
was glad that I could speak to that boy in a lan- 
guage he could understand the message of John 
3:16—“For God so loved the world, that He gave 
His only begotton Son, that whosoever believeth 


A Him should not perish, but have _ everlasting 
ife.”’ 


What a wonderful provision the gospel of re- 
deeming love makes to satisfy the spiritual longing 
of the perishing lad! 


“O Love that wilt not let me go, 

I rest my weary soul in Thee; 

I give Thee back the life I owe, 

That in Thine ocean depths its flow 
May richer, fuller be.” 


*Southern Presbyterian Missionary to Korea. 


IT PAYS 


We have just received our first letter from 
Japan since the war. The writer is a young wom- 
an whom I baptized when she was a high school 
student. She had a beautiful voice and sang in a 


state-wide concert. After graduation she stayed jn 
her home and took care of her grandmother while 
her father worked in the tobacco factory. The next 
time I called at her home I found her despondent 
as all her girl friends in the neighbourhood were 
taunting her because she had to act as an educated 
lady and stay at home with her granny, while all 
of them could work as labourers in the factory 
and make money. “An education is no good any 
way. See what it does for you. It only makes you 
so that you can not work,” they said. 


So I said to her, “You are a Christian, and you 
have a beautiful soprano voice. If your grand- 
mother and father wil] consent, I want you to 
come with me to Tokushima, and teach Christian 
hymns and songs to the people of this State.” They 
gave their consent, so she entered my Bible school, 
and went out with us preachers in the afternoons 
to the towns and villages to sing and teach on 
the road-sides and in front of the shrines and 
schools. The people would gather to hear her sing, 
and then listened intently as she showed them the 
pictures and told the Gospel stories. 


After about a year of this work, she said, “I 
want to give my life to work of this kind.” But | 
knew her disposition, and said, “No, we have some- 
thing else that we want you to do. We want you 
to go Tokyo, and study to be a nurse in St. Luke’s 
Hospital.” She took the four-year course and stood 
the State examinations and obtained three cer- 
tificates, one as a registered Red Cross nurse, one 
as a teacher of Hygiene in high school, and one as 
a licensed midwife. She accepted a position in the 
Health Department of the City of Osaka, and be- 
— o Public Health nurse in that city of 3, 


She spent the summer with us in 1940 at our 
summer home and by nursing earned 122 Japa- 
nese dollars, and contributed one hundred of it to 
help build a suburban church in Tokyo. 


She published a set of twenty pictures to be 
used in making health talks and was requested to 
make an address in the Osaka public hall in the 
presence of a Princess and a large audience. She 
sold 800 sets of her health pictures that day. 


She came to see us in our home in the spring 
of 1941 to tell us goodbye. She opened her heart 
to us and told us how much she wanted to study 
medicine and save life. “Why it will take five 
more years of study!’ I said. “Well, you see, when 
I was twelve years of age, my little sister was 
born and mother died, and I had to take care of 
my baby-sister and I did not know how, so I lost 
her life. I do want to become-a physician and 
learn how to save life.” 


This letter just received tells us that she has 
finished her course of study and is an Assistant 
Physician in a hospital in Osaka. And now she is 
also engaged in drawing up the plans for a Public 
Health Nurses Training School, 


Faith in Jesus Christ and Christian Education 
do pay. Don’t you think so? 


—Charles A. Logan. 
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BIBLE QUIZ 
By Rev. J. B. Vail 


The answer to each of the following begins with 
the letter “B’’: 


(1) A wealthy farmer; (2) A disciple; (3) 
Food; (4) Grain; (5) A gate; (6) An animal; 
(7) Heathen god; (8) A missionary; (9) A pool; 
(10) A town; (11) A tribe; (12) A face-covering; 
(18) Piece of furniture; (14) A building; (15) 
Greatest cleansing agent. (Answers below.) 


‘poorg (gi) ‘uzeg (FT) 
‘peg (81) ‘pasog (21) ‘uymefueq (TT) ‘wey 
od (OT) epseyyeg (6) ‘seqeuieg (g) ‘jevg 
(1) ‘zvegq (9) ‘inyrneeg (g) ‘Aajzeg (p) ‘peorg 
(g) ‘mowojoyyzieg (Z) ‘zBog (1) ‘sismsuy 
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General Church News 


Meeting Of Norfolk 
Presbytery 


Norfolk Presbytery met at 10:00 A.M., Janu- 
ary 15, in the Cradock Presbyterian Church. Rev. 
S. K. Emurian, retiring moderator preached. Rev. 
T. D. Wesley read a memoria] to Rev. Frederick 
B. Schriner. Rev. W. H. T. Squires read a memorial 
to Rev. J. Ernest Thacker, D.D. The Lord’s Sup- 
per was then observed with Rev. W. W. White 
and Rev. E. T. Wellford presiding. 


Rev. Vernon L. Fisher was elected Moderator, 
Rev. Willis Thompson, Vice-Moderator, Rev. Wm. 
W. Williamson, Permanent Clerk Pro-tempore 
and Rev. D. Burke Kerr Temporary Clerk. There 
were 32 ministers and 28 ruling elders present. 


Rev. Charles E. Rayna], Jr. was dismissed to 
Enoree Presbytery in the Synod of South Caro- 
lina. Rev. James M. Ammons was received from 
West Hanover Presbytery and all will be installed 
in the Bethany Church and will be stated supply 
of the Boaz Church. Rev. William P. Anderson 
was received from Enoree Presbytery and will be 
installed as pastor of the Williamsburg and James- 
town Churches. 


The General Assembly was overtured requesting 
an interpretation of Paragraph 64, Book of Church 
Order. “Specifically, does this paragraph apply to 
& pastor and assistant pastor, or does it apply to a 
¢co-pastor only?” 


The next Stated Session will be held April 16-17 
in the Holmes Presbyterian Church which will be 


at that fime observing the centennial of its organi- 
zation and of the beginning of Presbyterianism 
in that part of the Eastern Shore of Virginia. 
Because of this centennial the Second Church of 
Portsmouth, whose invitation to meet with them 
in April had been accepted by the Presbytery, 
consented to postpone their invitation until the 
Stated Session in July. 
—W. W. Grover, S. C. 


New Campus Church 
To Be Erected 


Davidson, N. C.—President John R. Cunning- 
ham of Davidson College has announced the suc- 
cessful completion of a two-year old campaign 
for $250,000.00, for the erection of a new campus 
church. Headed by prominent southern . church- 
men, the effort was directed principally to the 
Presbyterian congregations of North Carolina 
which compose the eight Presbyteries of the North 
Carolina Synod. The college is owned and con- 
trolled by these Presbyterian bodies and by the 
three Presbyteries located in Florida. 


A similar campaign for an equal amount for a 
new gymnasium was completed in 1943. This pro- 
gram was conducted by the alumni of the college 
who have maintained a keen interest in the pro- 
gress of athletics and physical education at the 
century-old institution. An architect has been 
employed and plans have been completed for the 
gymnasium but actual construction has been de- 
layed because of building restrictions. 





President Cunningham has indicated that the 
authorities are prepared to move forward with the 
work of erection of these two much needed facili- 
ties just as soon as labor and materia] are avail- 
able; the total cost to exceed $500,000.00. 


Civilian enrollment at Davidson, which was re- 
duced by the war from 650 to 162, has shown 
a marked increase during the last semester. Three 
hundred students returned from the Christmas 
holidays to complete the first semester’s work. 
Ten per cent of these are veterans. Approximately 
200 more are expected to enroll on January 28 
which marks the beginning of the second semester. 
Ninety per cent of these are returning veterans. 
Following the adoption of new faculty regulations 
permitting the entry of ex-service men at any 
time, the college heads expect a full registration 
before the May Commencement. Veterans are re- 
ceiving special consideration and preference is 
given to those who were students at Davidson be- 
fore enlistment. The policy of competitive selec- 
tion will be followed. 





Special Evangelistic Services 
At DeLand, Fla. 


DeLand, Fla.—Eleven new members were re- 
ceived into the First Presbyterian church Sunday 
morning at the 11:00 A.M. service by the pastor 
Rev. James Milton McKnight, making a total of 
129 members received into the church during the 
past 23 months he has been our pastor. 


The church has just had a ten-day meeting with 
Dr. John R. Williams. The highlight of the meet- 
ing was a big young people’s night when about 
800 young people crowded the church. Seventy- 
two young people came to the front and recon- 
secrated their lives to Christ, and pledged them- 
selves to live on a higher plane, many of them 
students of Stetson University. Large numbers of 
Stetson students attended the services, many of 
the fraternities and sororities coming in a body 
and sitting in the center of the church. The pastor 
gave a lecture at the Stetson University School 
of Religion on the History of the Presbyterian 
Church and what it stands for today. 


eR 


MINISTERIAL MENTION 


The resignation of Rev. R. D. Bedinger, Super- 
intendent of the Negro Department of the As- 
sembly’s Executive Committee of Home Missions 
since June 1942, became effective January 8381, 
1946. He has accepted a position of Superinten- 
dent of Home Missions in Central Mississippi Pres- 
bytery. 


ban ann tn 8 een 


Meeting Of Orange 
Presbytery 
By Rev. N. N. Fleming 


The Presbytery of Orange met in the Presby. 
terian Church of Graham, N. C. on Tuesday Janv. 
ary 15th at 10:00 A.M. with the devotional service 
conducted by the Moderator, Rev. N. N. Fleming, 
with twenty-eight Ministers and twenty-nine 
Ruling Elders present. 


The Committee on Evangelism had as its speak. 
er Rev. Paul T. Jones who gave the results of a 
combination of Church Loyalty Campaign with a 
Communicants’ Class, and Visitation Evangelism. 
As a visible result there was increased attendance 
upon church services, marked activity on the 
part of church members, an awakened church 
and over seventy-five additions to the High Point 
First Church. 


Rev. H. J. Womeldorf was received from the 
Presbytery of Louisville and a Commission ap- 
pointed to install him pastor of Yanceyville and 
Bethesda Churches. 


Rev. Murray E. Love was received from St. 
Johns’ Presbytery and a Commission appointed to 
install him pastor of Madison and Stoneville 
churches. 


Presbytery apportioned $105,551 to the churches 
for benevolences for the coming year, nearly 
$7,500 more than last year. 


The following were elected Commissioners to 
the General Assembly: 


Ministers 


Principals: J. A. Redhead, D.D., H. V. Carson, 
DD., N. N. Fleming, T. H. Patterson, D.D. 


Alternates: J. S. Walkup, J. M. Garrison, D.D., 
J. L. LaForte, Paul T. Jones. 


Elders 


C. W. Perry, High Point; H. E. Latham, Leaks 
ville; J. N. Benton, Greensboro; Holland McSwain, 
Yanceyville; George Mason, Madison; W. L. 
Sharpe, Greensboro; C. N. Cox, High Point; G. 
M. Kirkland, Chapel Hill. 


ee 


Dr. Price H. Gwynn Accepts 
Position With U.S.A. Church 


Davidson, N. C. (Davidson College News Bu- 
reau).—Dr. Price H. Gwynn of Davidson has ac- 
cepted a position as Director of Leadership Train- 
ing for the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A, 
which is the northern branch of this denomination. 
Dr. Gwynn will assume his new duties in the late 
spring or early summer and will at that time move 





Feb. 15, 1946 


his family from Davidson to the Philadelphia area, 
where the church has purchased a home for him. 


During the summer of 1944 Dr. Gwynn re- 
signed from the faculty of Davidson College and 
became Director of Christian Education for the 
Presbyterian Synod of North Carolina (Southern 
Church). In this office he has labored for the 
joint interests of the Presbyterian educational 
institutions of this Synod. His work has shown 
marked progress as evidenced by a comprehen- 
sive report delivered to the annual meeting of 
the Synod at Davidson in early October 1946. 


Dr. Gwynn served at Davidson College for four- 
teen years as professor in the fields of Education 
and Psychology and also as Director of Student 
Guidance. He is a native of Charlottesville, Va. 


Annual Meeting 
Of Trustees 


Davidson, N. C.—According to an announce- 
ment today by President John R. Cunningham of 
Davidson College, the annual February meeting 
of the Trustees of Davidson College will be held 
in the E. L. Baxter Davidson Room at the college 
on Wednesday, February 21, at 10:00 A.M. 
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KING COLLEGE 
BRISTOL. TENNESSEE 


Dedicated to Christian Education under 

pices in foothills of Blue Ridge Mountains. 
Competitive scholarship; self-help plan. Endowed. 
Athletics. Co-educational. Seventy-ninth year. Catalog: 


R. T. L. LISTON . PRESIDENT 
P. 0. BOX “J” BRISTOL, TENN. 


aus- 
A. degree. 











The Executive Committee of the Trustees is 
scheduled to meet at the college on Tuesday, 
February 20, at 2:00 P.M. 


Dr. Cunningham indicated that important mat- 
ters related to the current expansion of the college 
will be discussed. There are some real problems 
to be solved, it was learned, in order to enable the 
college to accommodate the veterans returning 
to the campus, in addition to the normal registra- 
tion of freshmen from preparatory and high 
schools. 


——_—o = 


Missionaries Return To China 


Miss Marion Wilcox, Rev. Andrew Allison and 
Miss Charlotte Dunlap sailed on January 24 at 
noon on the Steamship “Maiden Creek” from 
Houston, Tex. They expect to reach San Pedro 
about February 5, and Shanghai, China, about 
February 24. .... 





THE PRESBYTERIAN HOUR AND YOUR RADIO 


HEAR THESE OUTSTANDING SPEAKERS 


William M. Elliott, Jr. — Marshall C. Dendy — R. Girard Lowe 
Patrick D. Miller — Thomas K. Young — J. B. Green 
Frank H. Caldwell — Warner L. Hall 


ON THESE STATIONS 


ALABAMA: Birmingham WBRC, Montgomery WSFA. ARKANSAS: Hot Springs KTHS, Siloam 
Springs KUOA. FLORIDA: Jacksonville WJAX, Orlando WDBO. GEORGIA: Atlanta WSB, Macon 
WMAZ, Savannah WTOC. KENTUCKY: Louisville WHAS. LOUISIANA: Baton Rouge WJBO, New 
Orleans WDSU, Shreveport KWKH. MARYLAND: Baltimore WBAL. MISSISSIPPI: Columbus 
WCBI, Jackson WSLI. MISSOURI: Kansas City WDAF. NORTH CAROLINA: Asheville WWNC, 
Raleigh WPTF, Winston-Salem WSJS. OKLAHOMA: Bartlesville KWON, Oklahoma City KOMA. 
SOUTH CAROLINA: Charleston WCSC, Columbia WIS, Spartanburg WSPA. TENNESSEE: Knox- 
vile KNOX, Memphis WREC. TEXAS: Amarillo KGNO, Corpus Christi KWBU, Dallas WFAA, 
Houston KPRC, San Antonio WOAI. VIRGINIA: Norfolk WTAR, Richmond WRVA, Roanoke WDBJ. 


Sunday Mornings At 8:30 E.S.T. 
MARCH 17th through MAY Sth. 


Our part costs an average of 25 cents for every Presbyterian man. You can help now. The Radio 
Committee of the Presbyterian Church needs your contribution to the Presbyterian Hour before 
March 1, Please send pledges and payments to: 


John M. Alexander . Chairman 


P.O. BOX NUMBER 972 FAYETTEVILLE, N. C. 
























Day Of Prayer For Schools And Colleges 
February 24th 1946 














Pray for the Schools and Colleges of your 
Synod and throughout the Assembly. 
































“Gifts Wrapped With The 
Tissue Of Love” 


Remember with what joyful anticipation you 
looked forward to a birthday party when you were 
a little girl? Remember how you shopped with your 
Mother for the very right gift? And remember 
with what joy you presented your beautifully 
wrapped gift to your friend? How all of the chil- 
dren crowded around to see that package opened 
and how happy you were when your friend looked 
right into your eyes and said—“‘Oh thank you!’ 















































Today “little girls grown tall” anticipate with 
‘all joy an Auxiliary Birthday party, each year— 
how many, many happy celebrations are held each 
May commemorating the Birthday of our own 
Auxiliary! 





























Twenty-three years ago after a visit to our 
Missions in the Orient, Mrs. W. C. Winsborough 
suggested the first birthday celebration on the 
tenth anniversary of the Woman’s Auxiliary. The 


gift was given to Miss Dowd’s School of Kochi, 
Japan. 



































Last year our love gift to Africa was $109,000. 
How that gift has increased each year! Presby- 
terian women know “it is more blessed to give 
than to receive.” 























And, now in 1946, we are bringing our gifts in 
three packages one to go to the Italian Mission in 
Kansas City, one to the Chinese Mission in New 
Orleans, and one for the relief of fellow Chris- 
tians suffering from ravages of war. You will re- 
ceive an invitation to the party next May because 
you are an “Elect lady.” It is surely going to. be a 
big event of the Auxiliary year. 


















































As our interest and enthusiasm grows, so will 
our love gifts grow. We have the opportunity 
through these gifts to serve our Italian and Chi- 
nese friends in America. They have come to us 
from “the uttermost part of the earth” and in our 
own Presbyterian Missions they have learned to 
love and serve the same Saviour we love and serve. 
Our gift to the Italian Mission is to build a chapel, 
a place of worship; and to the Chinese Mission 
to provide a more adequate Mission plant. 
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Womans’ Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


Christians are suffering today in these lands 
where war has been. Through a part of this Birth. 
day gift we are to have the blessed privilege of 
ministering to these people. As we present this 
gift with our love those words of our Master will 
mean more to us than ever before—“Inasmuch 
as ye have done it unto one of the least of these 
my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” 


Let us wrap our gifts in the beautiful tissue 
of love and tie them with the golden ribbon of 
generosity. 


(Mrs. W. W.) Olivia A. Draper, Chairman of 
Committee on Woman’s Work. 


——»———— 


The Bible In Korea 
By Rev. J. V. N. Talmage, D.D.° 


From Korea comes the wonderful news that the 
attempts of the Japanese military to ruin the 
church did not succeed. The churches are full and 
there is great interest in Christianity. The mis- 
sionaries’ policy had not been wrong as some have 
imagined in over-stressing the Bible, but exactly 
right. For in spite of all the Japanese could do 
with the written Word, and they did much, still 
the Bible written on the hearts and minds of the 
Korean Christians could not be erased. Even with- 
out the printed word a revival is taking place. 


The persecution by the Japanese did reveal some 
weak spots in the Korean church, but my con- 
clusion on the spot was that we had not taught the 
Bible carefully enough. The Japanese military 
authorities like myself had no doubts about the 
influence of the Bible. They evidently decided 
that the Bible was a great source of strength to 
the Korean church, and one of their first measures 
to curb the church was to restrict in every p0s- 
sible way the circulation of the Bible. Here are 
some of the methods they used: 


They ordered the Korean churches in various 
places not to preach on the Exodus or on Daniel. 
They were especially worried about preaching on 
the second coming of Christ. When in jail I was 
carefully questioned about my teaching of the 
creation, the flood, and the second coming of 
Christ. 


They made an attempt to get the Koreans to 
revise the Bible, but the Koreans stood firm and 
persuaded the Japanese that such a procedure 
would not accomplish their purposes, and as with 


(Continued on Page 24) 
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The Bible In Korea 


(Continued from Page 22) 


the failure of the German Bible this movement 
failed. 


They gradually made colporter work impossible. 


They restricted the printing of the Bible especi- 
ally the Old Testament, on the plea of paper 
shortage. 


Missionaries were prevented from giving the 
Bible away. Mr. Swicord tried to give a church and 
a deacon a New Testament. Fear of police pre- 
vented reception. When I was expatriated I tried 
to give away the New Testaments on hand but all 
were afraid to take them except a few who care- 
fully concealed them when they slipped away. 













































































The military first prevented the missionaries 
from holding Bible classes, and then later when 
the Koreans attempted to hold a few classes, forced 
the leaders to make them mere propaganda agen- 
cies, so they were abandoned. 


























Although they allowed me my Bible in prison, 
they refused to allow it to the poor Koreans who 
were in jail. Incidentally I heard that my secretary 
had to serve three years in the penitentiary at 
hard labor while two elders and a pastor had 
longer terms. 



































Can any one doubt what the Military thought of 
the Bible! 


During the persecution many churches were 
closed and the church suffered greatly spiritually. 
The churches did seem weaker than we had hoped. 
Perhaps our hopes were too high. 


Already the American Bible Society has agreed 
to assume responsibility for Korean instead of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society, because 
there has been no paper in Britain. New Testa- 
ments have been printed, and more are needed. 


What are we going to do about this? Are we 
going to let these new inquirers for Christianity 
be without the one thing that will make their new 
faith true and lasting? I am particularly thank- 
ful that the revival is taking place before we mis- 
sionaries reach Korea, that the glory may be given 
to God and not men. We are ready to go but not 
yet permitted, but we all hope that when we do go 
we will be able to bear in our hands the one thing 
which has made the Korean church grow in the 
first place and resist in the second. 




























































































*Missionary to Korea. 

















Responsibility To Share 

The church in Antioch—where the disciples 
were first called Christians—felt that they had a 
responsibility to share their materia] goods with 




















THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Feb. 15, 1948 


those who lacked and also a responsibility to give 
the Gospel to those who had not heard. The women 
of the Southern Presbyterian Church feel that 
we too, have a responsibility to share with those 
in need, and one of our ways of sharing is to cele. 
brate annually, with a substantial gift, the Birth. 
day of the Woman’s Auxiliary. 


The 1946 Birthday Objective is threefold. Gifts 
will go to the Italian Mission in Kansas City, 
to the Chinese Mission in New Orleans and to 
Christians in scattered and desolate church com- 
munities of the war-torn world. Truly these are 
timely and well chosen objectives! 


With the ending of the war has come a new 
period of unexampled opportunity for service and 
good will to all mankind. If only we will support 
the proclaiming of the Gospel of Christ in the 
world as we have supported the war effort of our 
country, we shall see great things accomplished 
for Him. 


Let us pray that God will kindle within us a 
consuming passion to do our full share in the re- 
building of the broken world. Let us work for an 
offering next May that will truly represent the 
gratitude of our hearts for what God has done for 
us, and that will fully express our love for Him 
and for those to whom we minister, remembering 
to 


“Be strong! We are not here to play, to dream, to 
drift; ‘ 
We have hard work to do and loads to lift; 
Shun not the struggle: face it—’tis God’s gift.” 
(Mrs. Geo. U., Jr.) Virginia Pugh Baucom, 
Chairman of Woman’s Advisory Committee. 





PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 


Pulpit Hangings—Altar Cloths 
Bible Markers — Communion 
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FREE TITHING LITERATURE 


FREE to any Evangelical Christian Minister, 
Sunday School or Missionary Superintendent, 
one copy of “TAKE NO THOUGHT” fer. 
each family in his congregation providing he 
will agree to give a talk on Tithing before 
distribation. Write stating denomination and 
number of leaflets desired to: TITHER, Boz 
“J,” 710 Title Insurance Building, Les Am 
geles 13, California. 
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PRESBYTERIAN EXTENSION DAY 


March 17th 1946 


Not money! But prayer and action are needed to reach our goal 
of 500 new Sunday Schools before May 23. The time is short, but 
it can be done, and here’s how: 


|. Ask your Session to appoint a Sunday School Extension Committee at once. 


2. Send a letter to every family in your congregation, urging attendance on Presbyterian 
Extension Day. 


. Ask your Pastor to preach on “Evangelism Through Sunday School Extension” on March 
17, or some other convenient Sunday. 


. Publicize your plans widely in your community. 


. Survey at least one unchurched neighborhood to discover where an outpost could be es- 
tablished. 


. Launch your Outpost Sunday School on March 31 at the very latest. 


. Don’t worry about a building. A barn, a shade tree, a living room, will do for a begin- 
ning. A building will follow. 


. Reach, teach and win for Christ. Do your part. God will do the rest. 


We challenge every Presbyterian congregation to examine its own community. We urge 
the people to seek an outlet for renewed spiritual activity through teaching Evangelism. 
The Church will be blessed as it brings a blessing to some needy neighborhood. Help us to 
reach our goal of 500 new Sunday Schools before the 1946 General Assembly. For helps, 
write to our Department of Country Church and Sunday School Extension, Box 1176, Rich- 
mond 9, Va. 


Synods’ Chairmen Of Religious Eudcation Or Their 
Alternates At The 1946 Field Council 


Arch L. McNair, Alabama; Wm. S. Thorington (alternate), Appalachia; Lowell A. Van Pat- 
ten, Arkansas; Marshall C. Dendy, Florida; Cecil Thompson, Georgia; Enoch B. Wooten, 
Kentucky; W. L. McLeod, Louisiana; J. V. Cobb (alternate), Mississippi; W. H. McFadden, 
Missouri; Charles A. McGirt, North Carolina; Roy R. Craig, Oklahoma; W. H. Gipson, Sne- 
decor Memorial; Hugh C. Hamilton, South Carolina; H. S. Henderson, Tennessee; R. Matthew 
Lynn, Texas; E. T. Thompson, Virginia; H. B. Ramsey, West Virginia. 











—— 

















This has been called the year of Evangelism. 
The “year” has gained this name by several de- 
nominations voting it as such. There is supposed 
to be a general awakening to the “Primary and 
permanent purpose” of the church—that of bring- 
ing men to Christ. The Southern Presbyterian 
Church has set its goal as 50,000 on profession of 
faith. Other churches have goals for large num- 
bers of new members. The goals are noble and 
entirely within reach—of the Holy Spirit. 


The Church was founded by Christ who became 
its “chief corner stone.” Christ was, also, called 
the “Head of the Church”. Those who unite with 
the church are to become as a part of the Body 
of Christ. He, who knew no sin in Himself during 
His earthly ministry, need know no sin in Himself 
today. The church as the body of Christ should be 
clean, strong, loving, and self-sacrificing. It should 
bear the same spirit that He bore as He sought to 
point men to His Father. Many churches have lost 
this spirit of the Son of God. The Son was obe- 
dient “unto death even the death of the Cross.” 
The churches must regain this sense of strict obe- 
dience to the voice of the Master. 


Evangelism is the spreading of the news of the 
Evangel—the preaching of the Gospel of God’s 
love and of His provision for the redemption of 
fallen man “In Christ.” This work of Evangelism 
may be done by individuals speaking to individuals 
or by mass revival movements. The day of mass 
evangelism has not passed but is just now coming 
into its own through the “Youth Crusades.” The 
dire need of the hour is a mass evangelism of 
others through an “Adult Crusade.” Youth learns 
to drink, swear, carouse, look with indifference 
upon the church, neglect God’s Word, and other 
degrading practices from adults. These must be 
reached with a true conversion—a turning around 
toward God by the help of His Holy Spirit. 


Many are afraid to use the word “Evangelism” 
lest it bring disfavor upon the dignity of the 
church. When a feeling of dignity causes one to 
withhold the message of salvation from the lost 
souls about him, then dignity has become stiffness 
and stiffness has become death. That one is dead 
to the “Call of the Master” to be a witness for 
Him who from a sense of dignity refuses to ask 
a person whether he be saved or not. 


The spirit of the Evangelism of today seems to 
be to bring large numbers into the church rather 
than the bringing of men into Christ and Christ 
into them. There is a broad difference. Pentecost 
came while the disciples were doing the Lord’s 
bidding. We can look for a Pentecost in our land 
when we again turn to do the Lord’s command. 
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At Pentecost 3,000 souls were saved because the 
disciples stood to preach even in the midst of 
those who were of a contrary mind. It is not easy 
to go to those who are living in sin to break to 
them the living Word, but that is our task. It is 
easy to surround ourselves with a few saints and 
dream of the glory that is to be, but He said “Go,” 


Let us begin to examine ourselves to see just 
what the church is offering the unsaved. We were 
told to bear witness of Him and to keep His com. 
mandments. Should we then withhold the teach. 
ings of Christ simply because there are those in 
the congregations that violate those teachings? 
Should we look for the unsaved only among the 
so-called unchurched? Should we not also be 
moved with compassion upon those who sit in the 
church week after week without any manifestation 
of conversion? Are we not often reminded of the 
tears of Jesus as He wept for the city of Jerusalem 
as we remember those who sit as elders and live 
as demons? The disciples presented a testimony 
of their faith as they continued to teach and 
preach the Messiahship of Jesus in the face of 
constant persecution and of martyrdom. 


Evangelism—Today? Yes, there may be Evan- 
gelism today if the Gospel be preached and lived. 
The vast majority of the members of our legis 
lative bodies of our states are members of 
churches, yet time after time they vote the con- 
tinuance of ABC stores. Most of our local com- 
munity officers are members of churches, still, 
they do not seek to enforce even the dry laws 
that we have. Many church members help the ABC 
stores to prosper. Too many elders and deacons 
are regular customers of these stores. The picture 
shows are crowded on Sunday afternoons with 
church members that are too busy to attend the 
evening services of the church. There are too 
many quick-tempered church members that thought- 
lessly take the name of the Lord in profanity. 
We begin to feel that the Church must have the 


evangel before it can evangelize. 


During the last few years, many ministers have 
come to tone-down and to look with disfavor upon 
the zealous-hearted evangelists that have been 
unusually blessed of the Lord with souls for their 
hire. God gave mankind emotions to be used for 
His Glory. We cannot stifle the natural expressions 
of men. Tears were given to wash the eyes but 
just as truly they were given to relieve the strains 
of a crushed spirit. Is it so terrible if one be saved 
after or with tears? Corinthians tells us of those 
that shall be saved “as by fire.” Most congre 
gations need more fire and less soothing-syrup. 
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Evangelism is the work of the whole church. 
It should include every member of every congre- 
gation. That is the idea behind the program called 
“Visitation Evangelism.” The weakness of this 
plan is the fact that so few church members know 
the“Plan of Salvation.” Many speak of the church 
as a “good thing” because it does lots of good, 
and “If you are sincere, you are all-right.” To 
send out those who have so superficial a view in 
their religious thinking to be soul winners is 
sure to result in a weakened church. Rather than 
send out groups like that to secure decisions, 
would it not be better to have the workers make 
friends through their visitation and invite these 
friends to hear a soul-stirring Gospel] message from 
their pastor or some evangelist? 


It has been the custom of the writer in his brief 
ministry to have a week of revival services each 
spring and each fall in his churches. This keeps 
the note of evangelism before the people. Before 
the meeting and during the meeting, the appeal 
js made to the members of the congregations to 
tell others of the meeting and to invite all their 
friends to come. The spiritual birthrate of these 
churches has been exceptionally high. Two out of 
three years he has served as a minister in the 
Synod of North Carolina, his churches have been 
at the top of the list of those churches with high 
professions of faith per church member. With a 
total membership in his present field of less than 
200, there have been 71 professions of faith dur- 
ing the last 18 months. 37 others have been re- 
ceived on restatement or by church letter. Many 
have had a share in this rich harvest. Souls will 
seek the church when the church people bear testi- 
mony—to the faith they profess. 


Truly the note of Evangelism needs to be sound- 
ed. First, let it ring true in our own hearts. Let 
us “know whom we have believed.” Second, let 
us begin in our own homes and churches to live 
as “members of the body of Christ.” Third, let 
us invoke the direction of the Holy Spirit through 
fervent prayer. Fourth. let us work the works of 
Him that sent us. Fifth, let us love others “which 
are not of this fold” even as He loved us. 


Suppose every minister strove to make his own 
community Christian. Would not the whole world 
be moved to that higher calling? So many messages 
are based on world ideas to people who need to 
be told in simple language how to live with them- 
selves. Christ must reach into individual hearts. 
There He will reconcile men unto God, unto oth- 
ers, and unto themselves. The general ill of 
Rervousness will be cured when men are fully 
aware of the meaning of “Christ In You.” 


More souls would be won to the Master if more 
of the servants of the Lord were doing His busi- 
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ness and not spending so much time in the non- 
essentials. There is so much bickering in the 
church over methods and so little thought and 
prayer over convictions. Christ said “Seek ye first 
the Kingdom of God and His righteousness and 
the other things will be added.” A few ministers 
are putting church union first. Our goal for souls 
on profession of faith would have been nearer 
completion this year if those who were clammer- 
ing for union had been as zealously clammering 
for the lost. Evangelism is not organizational con- 
solidation but is the offering of His salvation to 
a perishing nation. 


Evangelism—Today? Yes, today, men need to 
be warned of Hell and to have declared unto them 
the Blessed Salvation through the Blood of His 
everlasting Covenant. Lost men hear the Gospel 
today just as eagerly as they heard it years ago. 
Men and the Gospel are the same. 


We shall have our fruitage when we obey God’s 
Word: “If my people which are called by my name, 
shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek My 
face, turn from their wicked ways; then will I 
hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and 
will heal their land.” 


*Pastor of Hollywood and Meadowbrook Pres- 
byterian churches. Greenville, N. C. 
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Watch the expiration date on your label. Five 
dollars will extend your subscription six years. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


A DIGEST OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY’S 
PROCEEDINGS 


James A. Millard, Jr. Presbyterian Committee 
of Publication, Richmond, Va. Price, $6.00. 


The Latin proverb “Opus Opificem Probat’— 
“The work proves the workman,” is strikingly 
illustrated in this digest of the proceedings of our 
General Assembly since 1861. The compendium is 
a revelation of the author’s power of analysis and 
patient scholarship. No one would expect such a 
volume to read like a novel but we want to state 
that after we began reading this Digest we found 
it a fascinating experience. We also acknowledge 
that it proved to be a refresher course in both 
the polity and history of our church. It inspired 
us with a higher appreciation of our church and 
the great leadership that it has enjoyed for over 
three-quarters of a century. 


This work fills a real need in our church since 
Dr. Alexander’s latest revision was published in 
1922. The author submitted this work as a thesis 
for his doctor’s degree and in selecting this subject 
has made a fine contribution to the work of our 
church. He exhibited fine discretion in choosing 
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these materials. He has selected such decisions 
which have interpreted the Constitution of our 
Church and also such actions which have perma- 
nent meaning in the life and work of the church. 
There are nine principal sections and they deal 
with the Confession of Faith, The Form of Gov- 
eernment, The Rules of Discipline, The Directory 
For Worship, Rules For Parliamentary Order, 
Judicial Cases, Relations With Other Bodies, 
Agencies of the Church, and a supplement pre- 
pared by the Stated Clerk. 


The careful study of this work will make any 
minister, ruling elder or deacon a more efficient 
servant of the church. It should have a place in 
every church library, for this work is of first-class 
importance. —John R. Richardson. 
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THE CALL OF THE HILL 
COUNTRY 


Rose B. Johnston. Wartburg Press, Columbus, 
Ohio. Price, $1.00. 


The Cumberland hills are the setting for this 
fascinating story of what two young people, dedi- 
cated to doing their best for the uplift of their 
community, can accomplish. Lizzie and Lee Bolton 
go through many strange and thrilling experiences, 
and the story should prove heart-warming to 
those who read it. The spirit of the verse from 
Philippians, “I can do all things through Christ 
which strengtheneth me,” pervades the book, as 
these young people take part in trying to better 
the social, educational, and religious conditions 
of the people they live among. 


—Janella Williams. 
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A POLLYANNA OF PLEASANT 
VALLEY 


Bessie Schiff. Wartburg Press, Columbus, Ohio. 
Price, $1.00. 


Back in the nineteen hundreds there lived a 
little girl, whose sunny disposition, through all 
the moments of happiness and sorrow occurring 
during her stay in the country with her father 
who was trying to regain his health, rightly classi- 
fied her as a veritable Pollyanna of Pleasant 
Valley. Her thrilling escapades from having a 
horse run away with her to helping drill for an 
oil well will make interesting reading for girls, 
and will leave suggestions with them of how nice 


it is to have such a wholesome, friendly, way of 
living. 
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PITTSBURGH . PENNSYLVANIA 


Advise your relatives and friends in this area to attend , 


church that is true to the Word of God and the Presby. 
terian Faith. 


Sunday School 10:00 A.M. 
Worwhign Service onn.ccsccenccocesesscsseses 11:00 A.M. & 8:00 Py. 
Name: The Orthodox Presbyterian Church. 


Location: Graham Boulevard at Avon 
Place, Wilkinsburg. 


Rev. C. K. Cummings, Minister — Ph. PE-5023 














SOUTHERN HIGHLAND 
SUMMER 


Oliver B. March. Wartburg Press, Columbus, 
Ohio. Price, 35c. 


Two orphaned twins are abruptly transferred 
to a far-away valley in the hills of Kentucky, 
Their adaptation to this new life is pictured in 
this story, with Virginia plunging right in to make 
herself at home and help improve community life 
in this little valley. In the end her brother, Roger, 
is also able to adjust himself, and the two of them 
come to the realization that service to society is 
one of the best boomerangs to one’s own indi 
vidual happiness. 


rs 


CHRISTMAS AT ORMISTEAD 
HALL 


Julia L. Glover. Wartburg Press, 


Columbus, 
Ohio. Price, 30c. 


This story tells how one little girl whose heart 
was filled with love, succeeded in breaking down 
the barriers which her cold, domineering, flinty 
grandfather had erected between himself and the 
child’s mother, and all of his friends in the com- 
munity. Girls wil] like to share vicariously Eliza 
beth’s experiences in bringing about the change in 
her grandfather, as she melts his heart with love, 
and brings back the meaning of Christmas in that 
cold house of Ormistead Hall. 
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SUNNYSIDE STORIES FOR 
CHILDREN 


Marian Black. Wartburg Press, Columbus, Ohio. | 
Price, 50c. 


This is a group of delightfully written stories 
for children about things they are interested in— 
toys and flowers and animals, etc. And throughout 
the stories the great principles of right conduct 
and faith in God are brought out in a simple, 
unaffected way. Children are bound to enjoy thes 
stories told for a purpose, and yet made interest 
ing to them. 
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THE CHILD’S STORY GARDEN 


Marian Black. Wartburg Press, Columbus, Ohio. 
Price, 75c. 

This book is an elaboration of the “Sunny Side 
Stories For Children” by the same author. It con- 
tains all the stories of the first book, with others 
added. Also some of the pictures in this book are 
colored, which will appeal more to the child. These 
books are good because they speak in the childs 
own language, and at the same time embody those 
truths of faith and life that give the right per- 
spective on things. 
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WANLESS OF INDIA—LANCET 
OF THE LORD 

By Lilian E. Wanless, W. A. Wilde Company, 
Boston, Mass. Price, $3.00. 

Sir William James Wanless was a noted mis- 
sionary surgeon of the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S.A., to India. During his forty years of service 
he gained renown for his thousands of successful 
operations, his care of the lepers, and his training 
of others to minister to India’s suffering millions. 
The story of this remarkable work is given in this 
book by the missionary’s wife, Lady Wanless. 
The characters for the most part are real. Con- 
versations are frequently imaginary. References 
to the distinctive gospel of Christianity are con- 
spicuously absent. India’s suffering and Dr. Wan- 
less’ genius and service are at the center. 

—Adrian De Young. 
—_—_—=>e —____ 
STUDIES IN THE VOCABULARY OF 
THE GREEK NEW TESTAMENT 


Kenneth S.. Wuest. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publish- 
ing Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price, $1.50. 

In the author’s words the purpose of this book 
is “to make available to the Bible student who 
does not know Greek, an English-Greek vocabulary 
of words used in the New Testament.” Underly- 
ing this purpose is the idea that the words of the 
New Testament are the elements of Christian 
theology. About sixty discussions, several contain- 
ing long quotations from Archbishop Trench’s 
work on New Testament synonyms, are presented, 
and have to do with some seventy-five Greek 
words. For the well equipped pastor the book would 
seem to have little value, but for the English read- 
ing Bible student its value might be in serving 
to introduce the idea of exegetical study. How- 
ever, it should be kept in mind that the etymology 
of a word does not establish its New Testament 
Meaning, that the Christian theology is not 
achieved from words automatically and without 
careful scientific induction, that there is no short 
cut to true Christian learning. The book is strong- 
ly on the evangelical side of things, but there are 
some rather serious doctrinal lapses. 

—William D. Gray. 
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110,000 COPIES HAVE BEEN SOLD 


NEW TRAINING FOR SERVICE, by C. J. Sharp. 
Acclaimed outstanding first-year training course. 
Current, practical textbook for average teacher. 
Forty lessons on the Bible; how to read it, study 
it, and teach it. Inspiring, instructive; perfect 
for group study. “Proper background upon 
which to build and work.” ‘The best response 
among my people.” ‘Everyone is enthusiastic."* 
“Maintains a fine balance.” 











Order from your book- 
store or write us for 
complete catalogue. 


The Standard Publishing Co. 


8th and Cutter Streets, Cincinnati 3, Ohio 











DANIEL: THE HEBREW BOY 


Emerson Hartman. Wartburg Press, Columbus, 
Ohio. Price, 75c. 


This is one of the most interesting and well- 
written children’s stories with a Biblical back- 
ground that we have seen in a long time. It is 
written with warmth and simplicity, and is inter- 
esting to the end. Some stories of Biblical flavor 
are dull and stuffy, but this one, based largely on 
historical facts, and portraying the early manhood 
of the prophet Daniel, is written in such a way as 
to appeal to the imagination of boys, with its thrill- 
ing episodes of Daniel’s heroism. As a by-product, 
there is also contained in the story an “accurate 
description of the social, religious, and political 
conditions” of those times. We recommend it 
heartily. 
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Half Mast 


By Chas. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D.* 


What truly American soul is there that has 
not thrilled at the sight of our flag floating in 
silent splendor in the breeze? Old Glory—every 
loyal citizen of our beloved nation revels in the 
beauty and historic grandeur of our banner 
spangled with stars. Many an American, beset by 
enemies in battle, or lost in the dense hinterland 
of a tropic isle, has wept when at length he has 
emerged from the struggle or the solitude and 
seen once more the red, white, and blue of his 
own revered flag. 


When one considers Old Glory there are at least 


three important matters which demand his atten- 
tion: 


There is, first, the American history against the 
background of which the flag today flies—a his- 
tory for which we may be devoutly thankful and 
of much of which we may be justly proud. There 
are, secondly, the colors themselves—their variety, 
distinctness, definiteness, relationships: each color 
sheds its own luster upon the composite whole. 


But there is a third item which all patriots bear 
in mind. That is the position of the flag. It must 
be raised to the top of its pole. True, the winds 
and the storms may lash it if it floats from that 
lofty vantage-point. But at the same time when it 
is at the summit of the pole it is in very truth 
Old Glory, the rallying point in the hour of battle, 
a vision of beauty in the hour of peace. 


Lower it just a little—just a few feet perhaps 
—and all is changed. Lower it even a trifle and 
the whole story is changed. The day of splendor 
yields to the night of tragedy. Happiness and life 
are transmuted into sorrow and death. The flag 


is now at half mast: someone, somehow, some- 
where, has died. 
we £ ee 


So it is with our gospel standard. Around the 
world the tricolor of our faith is being unfurled, 
more glorious than any mere national flag. 


Survey our Christian banner. It floats in mag- 
nificent brightness in many portions of the globe. 


It too has its history. Emerging from the loving 
heart of God and proclaimed to the ends of the 
earth by Spirit-driven men, the message of sal- 
vation through Jesus Christ our Lord has through 
the centuries brought eternal life to multitudes. 
The record of the triumphs of the cross inspires 


all Bible believers to higher and nobler conse- 
cration. 


Our Christian flag, too, may be said to have its 
colors: the red, if you will, of salvation through 
the shedding of blood; the white of purity; the 


blue of the heavens, either the heavenly walk, or 
the blessed hope of the church, Christ’s reappear. 
ing on the clouds of heaven. 


But—and let us mark this well—the standar 
of our faith must float at the very apex of jt, 
pole. 


The red must be raised to the summit. “With. 
out the shedding of blood there is no remission,” 
The moral influence theory of the atonement— 
that Christ died to set an example of lowely self. 
sacrifice—is altogether inadequate. The so-calle 
“governmental theory” alone will never do. The 
hero-martyr idea is invalid. Lift the red to the top, 
Preach Christ and Him crucified as a substity. 
tionary “sacrifice to satisfy divine justice and t 
reconcile us to God.” Preach that there is forgive. 
ness only when sins are washed away in the blood 
of the Lamb. Lift high the red. 


Do so and the winds of sophisticated disfavor 
will blow against your testimony. You wil] be 
lashed by the tongues of unbelief. Opprobrium, 
misunderstanding, scorn—you may _ encounter 
these. 


But raise high the red. It is the rallying point 
for those who are fighting the world and wh 
are longing for peace, or for those who are lost in 
the wilds of confusion and who are longing for 
heaven and home. 


Fail to lift the red to the summit, teach a 
emasculated gospel of salvation, substitute a “s- 
cial gospel” for personal regeneration, and your 
flag is at half-mast: some one has died—perhaps 
you are the spiritual corpse. And those who ar 
already dead in your congregation will not be 
aroused to newness of life. 

* * . 


And so with the white of purity. Elevate it ‘ 
a position of absoluteness and supremacy. 


The world today knocks at the doors of many 
churches. It has crossed the thresholds of others 
It has entered and defiled the sanctuary of other 
But the world must be totally excluded. Jesus’ d 
mands along the lines of purity and separatenes 
from sin are as pure and white as the drive 
snow. They are absolute. They brook no rivalry. 


Yes, the winds of accusation will blow. Yo 
will be called narrow, bigoted, conceited, pt 
judiced, antediluvian! But souls which are sid 
with the grimy foulness of sin, hearts which st 
hungering and thirsting after righteousness, wil 
rally to your standard. 


Lower your white and the banner of your tet 
money is at half mast. Someone has died. 
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The blue? May we allow the blue to represent 
Christ’s second coming? 


Then lift high this glorious fact too. It is not 
a matter of waving the flag reproachfully in some 
unbeliever’s face, or of tantalizing some incredu- 
lous soul. It is simply a matter of being faithful 
to the Word of God, of loving the Saviour’s ap- 
pearing, and of proclaiming it without fear or 
favor. 


There may be squalls; your flag may be lashed. 
But your testimony is true. And hopeless men will 
find new hope and fresh enthusiasm as they learn 
that the return of their blessed Lord is personal, 
bodily, and imminent. 


Fail to raise the blue to the top of the pole 
and your gospel is incomplete, inconclusive. Your 
banner is at half-mast: someone, somehow, some- 
where, has died. Red, white, and blue. 


The proclamation of a perfect salvation, the 
ideal of absolute purity, the glory of a blessed 
hope. See the Christian’s “Old Glory” as it floats 
in the heavenly breeze. 


*Pastor of the Independent Presbyterian Church, 
Savannah, Ga. 


Love Is An Active Verb 


By Rev. Chas. A. Logan“ 


We drove out to a town eight miles out of 
Tokushima, hung our large hymn-sheet at a cor- 
ner in front of a bank, and preahed briefly. “We 
are to speak in a medicine factory at 1:00 P.M., 
so this is all that we can tell you today, but if 
any one wants to hear more of Jesus Christ, come 
to my home in Tokushima,” and I gave the address. 


The next morning a voice was heard in the en- 
trance. Going out to meet him, I found a young 
man wearing a thin kimono, and looking like he 
had slept under a bridge to get out of the rain. 
“Doctor, can you tell me the purpose of human 
life,” he inquired. I was surprised for in all my 
ministry, this was the first time that I had ever 
had that question put to me. “Yes,” I answered, 
“I can give you the answer to that one. Come in.” 
He did and I kept him with me for three months. 
My group was just gathering for prayers—a half 
hour of singing of hymns, an hour of Bible study, 
a half hour of prayer around the circle until] each 


one had prayed, an hour of Church history, and 
then lunch. 


“Where is your home?” I asked. “Tokyo.” 
“What is your business?” “A cabinet maker.” 
“Why did you become a hobo?” “Well, I had a 
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wife, but she went back to her home and left me, 
so I took to the road.” “Have you any bad habits? 
Drink? Women?” “No”, he replied. “Then, in what 
are you interested?” “In seeing the way the rich 
oppress the poor.” “Would you burn up a rich 
man’s house?” “No, I would not do a bad thing 
like that.” “Would you stand on a box and make 
a speech and incite other men to do such a thing?” 
“No, Doctor, I am not a bad man.” “Are you a 
Communist?” “No, no, I am not that sort of a 
man.” I found that he had travelled over all the 
main islands of the Japanese empire, and knew 


more about Japan than almost any man that I had 
met, 


I finally said to him, “Jesus also was interested 
in the poor, and he went about doing good to them. 
You stay here in my home with me, and I will 
teach you so that as you go about over the coun- 
try, you will do good just like Jesus did.” 


He stayed, and took to the singing of hymns 
like a duck to water. I would hear him singing 
all day. One day I sent him with two others to 
evangelize a county with 50,000 people. I had in- 
structed them to tell the Bible stories to the chil- 
dren, to visit every one of the 10,000 homes, 
and to sell the Gospels. In a month I went up there 
to see them. The children were hanging around 
him like flies on sugar. “What is in that can 
hanging to your belt?” I asked. “Oil”, he replied. 
“Why do you carry it?” “All of these children 
have skin disease, and it seems to cure them.” 


Afterwards he slipped away from me. I felt like 
crying all day, for I thought the tramp spirit had 
come back on him. Two weeks later I began a 
series of revival meetings in a Congregational 
Church in Osaka. He was the first to come, and I 
welcomed him like the prodigal son. He had an- 
other young man with him, and asked, “May this 
man go back with us to Tokushima?” “Yes”, I 
said, “You may bring any one, if you will come.” 
“Why did you leave’? I asked. “Because I did not 
want to stay at your home and eat your food while 
you were away holding meetings.” The young man 
he brought to the meeting was the first to accept 
the invitation and sixty-five followed him in those 
meetings. They returned to Tokushima with me 
and I trained them for a few more months. He 
chose Osaka as his field for the practise of Chris- 
tian love. He rented a house for 28 Yen and start- 
ed a Co-operative with fourteen carpenters. 


At night they ran a school to help the children 
of that densely populated section and employed 
teachers to teach the girls to sew. They became 
known in the city as a Co-Operative of Christian 
love. 


*Pastor of the Beverly Hills Presbyterian 
Church, Huntington, W. Va. 
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A World Vision of Christian Service 


A large number of Bob Jones College students are preparing for full-time Christian work. Some will 
go as missionaries to distant lands. Others will serve at home. 
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Whether they are training for full- 


time Christian service or for a busi- amen 
aK 


ness or professional career, students 
of 


learn that he who saves his _ life 


fr 
yr shall lose it and that he who loses 


his life for Christ's sake shall find it. 
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